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« HE R E is not any PER Which - 


can be offered to the Public, 
however clear or proper in the Judg- 
ment of the writer, but {till is liable 
to be oppoſed either from preju- 


dice or miſtake. One would ſcarce- 


ly think it poſlible, the character of 
Pi&tureſque prefixed to the relation of 
a journey through the moſt romantic 
country in the world perhaps, could 
ever have been reckoned an objection 
to it: but thus it happened; and this 


A | addition 


n a" 
— n * . * GY, ng en 
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K . n 
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THE. EDITOR's | 
Addition to the Title of Monſieur 
Bouritts Narrative, as it was diſtri- 
buted amongſt the Friends of the 
Tranſlators, prevented the ſucceſs of 
many applications from them in its 
favour. 19 gave room it ſeems, for 4 


preſumption, that it was a mere . 

ſcriptive Trifle, which though i 

might delight and entertain the ges- 
9 could not merit the attention of a 


man of ſenſe ; as if it were indubitably | 


: certain, that what is recommended to 
the 74e, muſt therefore be unworthy 


of the Judgment. Let us * for an 


apology. 


4 


IT may be obſerved then, that as 


7 Truth is naturally the object of the 
Judgment, ſo Elegance is naturally the 
object of our 7afe: and that theſe two 


be 


by Ae powers by which we are ena 
bled to diſcover and to reliſh Truth, 
and Beauty have their exiſtence origi- 


"PREFACE. 


nally together, in the ſame mind: If 
this be founded upon fact, it follows, 
that in general, tis owing to a partial 
Education, where we find them ſepa- 
rated; and that it is a faulty one, is 
clear too, ſince undoubtedly. the moſt 


accompliſhed man, is he who carries 


every native Principle the neareſt to 


perfection. To this unequal culti- 


* 


vation of our mental powers, it is to 
be attributed, that men of Taffe, are 


apt to look upon the ſearch af Truth. 
as damping all the fire of Genius: 


' whilſt thoſe of deeper thinking, are 


diſpoſed to treat the cultivation of our 


Taft, as the purſuit of Folly: Both 


are e in an error; ſince, if there 
A:2 ' » 


THE EDITOR's 


be no objection from the nature of the 
human mind, the love of Truth and 
Beauty might be jointly cheriſhed; 
and as one or other is neglected, it is 
not uncommon to obſerve the man of 
rigid Truth, with all the merit of 
© ſcholaſtic erudition, incapable of re- 
commending it to the affections; or 
on the contrary, the man of Tafte 
alone, without the power of inveſti- 
gating and deducing real Truths per- 
plex'd with their reſemblances, and 
who can reliſh none, but ſuch as are 
addrefled to his imagination only. 
Books of abſtract reaſoning, are 'the 
averſion of the one, and Books of en- 
tertainment of the other. Thus wri- 
ting has been ſeparated into two diſ- 
tinct claſſes, the ſientiſic, and diver- 
1g and it would be well, if this 
= . were 


11 
: 8 
ha ; E Bat ; '&A': F 5 
PRE FAC E. 
; 4 


were all; diſlike to different com- 
poſitions, unhappily expands upon the 
Authors of them; it ſeldom ſtops at 
cenſuring the works themſelves, but 

ads in n to perſonal averſion and 


contempt: whereas in fact that ſtrong 
Pray 3 urges on the eee 
mind; PU carries it from truth to 
truth, as it is owing to the ſame n 
ciple, Which carries others forward 
in the ſearch of Beauty, if properly 
conſidered, ſhows! ths error of _ 
W eidifiog cdi ai attod 
| AY 14 LOWE © 4918312 i F £441 C44 3 7 
Min: a Paſſion for Variety: kicks 
ſtrongly operates in every mind, and 
ſeems to be one general inal cauſe at 
leaſt of Beauty, not been univerſally 
implanted in our nature, Men would 
have fat down upon their firſt attain- 
lat 3 ment, 


THE EDIT OR's 
nt, bet what in ond and fed 
| in admiration of a ſingle truth. or 
_ elſe incapable of taking their attention 
off, from what they firſt nn 
elegant, our fir purſuit would pro- 
bably have been our 4; inſtead: of 
that. progreſſion in the Sciences, _ 
of that improvement in the Arti we: 
now:hehald, inſtead of all thoſe ble. 
. ve enjoy from cultivated life 
anners, the buſineſs of the world 
5108 have ſtood ſtill, and men at 
beſt, if it be poſſible they could ſub- 
fiſt in ſuch a ſtate, would have re- 
ſem —_ different; — of * 
tues: T herefore Who is 
Wee En "WY of Beauty, and 
the Writer who is actuated by the love 
aß 7 ruth, being originally put in mo- 
tion by the "OY _ ſpring, natu- 
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PREFACE, 


rally 108 to the ſame od a com- 
pletion of the general deſigns of Pro- 
vidence for the happineſs of the world. 
Should their labours not appear of 
equal merit; yet both are certainly 
mag praiſe; but that conduct of 
our education muſt be wrong, which 
Somos; thoſe Powers, that might 
have been a balance to each other, and. 
have acted jointly with a double force. 
In all the works of Nature, uſeful- 
neſs and beauty are united; let us co- 
py then her manner; to ſtop at mere 
amuſement, ſeems a waſte of time, 
which certainly might be employed 
to the very ſame purpoſe with additi- 
onal advantages; : and not to engage the 
Graces in the ornamenting Truth is 
in fact to offer her to inſults. Some 
works of elegance alone indeed, and 
EG A * thoſe 
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thoſe of the deſcriptive] kind particu-! 
tarly, have their uſe at preſent, un- 


der many difadvantages, as they tend 


to the ſuggeſtion of ideas which are 
not immediately impreſſed; „ FA 


marks of- infinite Beneficence and 


Power, are ſtamped in every corner 
of the Univerſe, and men may infer 
the Wiſdom likewiſe of the Cauſe 
from the ſymmetry, and Beauty, as 


Well as from the »/efulneſs and regula- 


lity of the effects. It is impoſſible, 
one would think, to look upon the 
world diverſified with ſo much ele- 


gunce in all its ber parts, and enobled 


with ſuch grandeur and ſublimity in 
the larger, (where even its ſeeming 
blemiſhes contribute both to perfect 
and enrich the whole,) without the 
bo pleaſure; T 1560 are Eyes it is 
"PIO 


11 


4 122 


PREFACE. ; 


true, Sich look without ſeeing, as 
there are Ears that hear not; but this 
is not the fault of Him who formed 
them: the general effect of a ſurvey 


of Nature is Delight; whilſt every” 
ſpecies of Landſcape, like every dif- 


ferent ſpecies of * Melody excites its 
own peculiar genuine emotions, nor 


are they limited to the imagination 


. only, they make their paſſage through 
it to n Ny and lead to acts of 
Gratitude 


* The 3 ae of Melody, 3 never r yet 
been accurately determined; whereas thoſe of Land- 
ſcape are found to be no more than fixteen, from 
whoſe different combinations, with the addition of 
acceſſory circumſtances, all the varieties of Landſcape, 
are derived; but it is not meant to be affirmed of 


Landſcape, as of Melody, that it iscapable of exciting. 


only an Emotion. The World may ſhortly: be fas 
voured with a Treatiſe upon the Principles and Effects 
of Landſcape, by a "ay n 5; oo Mr. Alczans 
der CM, nus. e 


- : p þ 1 
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Gratitude" and Adoration ;- theſe are 
more than Trifles. An ideal preſence 
raiſed by juſt deſcription muſt have 
ſimilar effects with real objects, whe- 
ther grand or beautiful: The dulleſt 
finds bis mind exalted by the con- 
templation of Sublimity and Yaſinefe, 


and the giddy feels his ſpirits calmed 
for | temperate enjoyments by that f 
elegant fimplicity ; it hath been obſerv- 
ed that many of the greater evils of 
life, which affect Society in general 


ariſe from private ſelf-diſſatisfaction, 


and he who renders a man more eaſy . 


with himſelf, renders him ſo to all 
Mankind. Paſtoral writing whoſe 


great merit conſiſts i in the deſcriptive” 


Pictures it exhibits of the quiet ſcenes : 


of rural Nature, induces a ſerenity of ; 
P leaſure, and inſpires tranquillity of o 


ſentiment, beyond any other compo- 


4 (447 
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PREFACE 


fition of Poetry, ind for this reaſoa 
probably it is admired in general more 
than either Tragedy or Epic. A ſimi- 
lar obſervation might be made upon 
ſome publications we have lately ſeen 
of the epiſtolary ſort, in which the 
Authors give not only a general 
picture of the Countries they paſs 
through, they place us as it were up- 
on the very ſpot, which they: deſcribe 
and we conceive ourſelves belonging 
to the Party; whilſt the abſence of fa- 
tigue or danger, leaves the Mind at 
MEE, to Pr and to e its owa 


1 is e vanity to „ Moußeur Bout 
rit to obſerve, the following Narra- 

tive affords us ample proofs of a diſ- 
tinguiſhing imagination; his jour 
ney to the Glaciers gives a truly pier. 
tureſque deſcription of loch 7 


THE EDP 170 R's 
as muſt have been particularly ſtrik- 
ing to the cultivated Taſte of a Pain- 
ter; little more indeed is added, than 
ſuffices to connect them; and it may 
be wiſhed he had explained himſelf 
with more preciſion. in accounting 
for thoſe waves of x" 0 which have 
ſuch ſingular appearances; a point in 
which he leaves the mind not fully 
ſatisfied. 


EY, 


b ai to the” "Tranftiricn; 


It is offered as a firſt attempt: no 
| precaution has been wanting . to ren- 
der it correct: the Tranſlators have 
endeavoured to give it the air of an 
original, ſo far as their abilities per- 
mitted, and it was conſiſtent with 
the faithfulneſs of a Tranſlation; and 
the Editor preſumes they have avoid- 
ed no unuſual fault, the introducing 
Joreign Ans, which tend er 


een 
to deſtroy. the charaQter of every a 
L 


| "Kor after al, it is with writing as 
with life; on looking over what is 
finiſhed, it is eaſy to diſcover errors, 
that eſcaped even a cloſe examination, 
and to ſee that many paſſages might 
have been altered for the better when 
it is too late; ingenuous acknowledg- 
ment isall that can be offered for theſe 
overſights of the Tranſlators, and they 
truſt them to the candour of thoſe 
Friends whoſe favour has ſo amply 
been experienced in the encourage- 
ment of their undertaking. 


 Henfted, Suffolk, 
Dec. 26th. 
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| 1 HE Author thinks proper 
| to acquaint the blic, 


o 


he had no intention of 


* 


by the following Narrative; ut 
that its publication was re- 


8 0 ueſted of him, as affordi 


| MF the fale of his pl tes 


2 


— 


| hints that might be uſeful; 
4 + owever, as the Views intended 


THE AUTHOR" 
to be engraved were the princi- 

- cipal object of his plan, he 
thought himſelf obliged to ſay 
ſomething of them, before he 
entered upon the Relation of 
his Tourney. He accordingly 
obſerves, that the firſt time he 
went into this romantic coun- 5 
try, the number, and immen- | 
ſity of the objects which ſtruck 
his ſight, at the ſame time pre- 
ſented difficulties it was impoſ- 

ſible for him then to ſurmount, 

5 mot having formed the leaſt idea 
of them before he ſet out : : his 5 
ſecond attempt was more ſuc- 

by ceisful; : 


* 


ADVERTISEMENT: 


— only de- 
| termined. his choice of the 
7 roſbech, but was enabled. to 
invent a new method of raking 
Words: „ with Wes exadneſs. a 


3 nt thus 3 Fes 
i) brought back fourteen ſketches, 

which thoſe: who are pleaſed 
with theſe ſubjects, as well Fo- 
reigners as Natives, have thought 
worthy the attention of the 
| ee | 
* SY upon him to aſſure 
the e that not vu: the 

RT ITT $7 en 


larger a -eliGpndci in 
theſe Vi iews, but that he has 
made out even the ſmaller ; and 
that nothing is added from ima- 
gination only, as in almoſt“ all 
the drawings of theſe places he 
has had an opportunity of ſee- 
ing. That he had examined 
the Print from a Plate of Mr. 
Fe ware in London, repreſenting 4 
the icy valley of Montunvert, 
of which he affirms there is 
hardly ſo much as one ſtroke 


taken 


CR". 
7 


Fas Thy Author has excepted 3 1 
cenſure two Views of Chamouni, drawn with 
great care and exactneſs by Mr. Jalabert. 


» 


\\ 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


taken from Nature : that ano- 
ther of the valley of Cahmouni 
is equally falſe ; 4 means the 
thirteenth Plate in the account 
of the Glaciers of Switzerland, 
by Mr. Grower) all which will 
not appear extraordinary, when 
we are informed that theſe gen- 
| men. who have hitherto gone 
over the Glaciers*, were rather 
: men of Taſte than Draughtſ- 
men. He has experienced be- 
ſides, that one journey is in- 


ſuf cient to render drawings of 
5 this 


1. * Glaciers a re beds of ice accumulated 
upon the declivities between the mountains. 


THE AUT HO R'“ 
this ſort perfect. That he 
found it highly neceſſary to at- 
tend to the peculiar ſtate and [ 
condition of the air and wea- 
ther, which may prove very un- 
favourable to the Deſigner in 
one ſeaſon only; thou gh the 
completion of his ſketches muſt 
depend upon their clearneſs and 
ſerenity. We go to the valleys x 
Lare ſtruck with admiration-- 
trace out ſome looſe lines in 
haſte--add : a few reviſing touch- 
es by way of memorandums, and 
at our return imagination does 


che oſt; 


HE 


ADVERTISE MEN *. 


Hu makes no ſcruple to ſay, 
that it is after this manner moſt 
of the Views which accompany» 
the deſcription of the Glaciers 
of Switzerland have been exe- 
ated; and that of the ſeventeer TL 
Plates which adorn this work, 
there are only three to be relied 
upon for their exactneſs; tho 


7 he acknoy ledges: at the fame 


time, they are en graved. with 


: | | aſte. ö | 
7 
4 0 ö 2 A 


Wrrn reſpect to the ſpecies 
of engraving for his own Draw 
1 inge, be gives the preference W 
5 ere 5 
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etchings, (if they may be at” 
_ engravings) as more in the ſtile 
of a Painter; and he appre- 
hends the biting-in with Aqua- 
fortis, will have a freer effect in 
theſe ſubjects, than the ſtrokes 
of the graver. He adds another 
reaſon for the preferenceof etch- _ 
ings in this inſtance, which had 
more weight with him perhaps | 
than the former, namely, that 
the etchings could be finiſhed 
by himſelf. A love of truth 
and exactneſs, ſeems to operate 
very powerfully with our Au- 
_ and theſe - could not pre- 
5 


ADVERTISEMENT. _ 
ciſely be attended to by a per- 
ſon who had not at leaſt been 
preſent at the taking his Deſigns: 
The engravings might have had 
an elegance and force, but a real 
Connoiſſeur, as he very juſtly. 
obſerves, will in this caſe give 
the preference to a Plate of 
inferior merit, in which he can 
depend upon the F aithfulneſs of 
the Repreſentation. 
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HE Relation here publiſhed, 

516 the fruit of three j OSA 

„ iutg the Dutcby of Savoy. 
0 o obtain a. juſt idea of a country, fi- 
tuated in $ 


he very heart of the Alps, 


will, I preſume, be allowed a mucl 


5 


more difficult undertaking, than to 
acquire * Knowledge o of almoſt any 
other. A ſingle viſit to moſt places, 
is.in general | ſufficient to anſwer every 


wah 7.6 


purpoſe ; Ang S to ſuch as 
8 having 


2 1 5 


5 THE AUTHOR 


Wee having been already many times de- 

ſcribed, the later traveller has it in 
his power to compare the ſeparate re- 

marks of others; who have, gone be- 

fore him, and to blend them, if v4 

pleaſes, in a new narration with 

own. All this is eaſy, and miha; 5 
whereas an attempt to viſit, and de- 

ſeribe a country, 


_ without archives, and without me 
moriats, not to mention the fatigues 
and Hazards of the journey, has a 
ks upon the candour of the Dubs 
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I concrivrb, Aber, wt 
ought not from a preſumption of this 
indulgence, to haſten the impreſſion 
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bees my eſſays, N ed in ſome 
degree 


ed betwoen my firſt journey and my 
laſt. My papers in the m am. 
yon been on 


was it ſeerns delay d — rea- 

n hic the ermined one of 
my countrymen to be beforehand with 
his Voyage Pilfgreſque aux Glaciers : 
He undertook this journey furniſh'd 
with my Narrative, and he compleatr 
ed it in fix or ſeven days: Vet al 
though he tells Uh, 2: LNATC he ſet out 
with a fixed-reſolution to go over the = 
eee n really has ſeen u more 
Bun nx 6 5 HR 2 9411 1. 20 21011 
16 26 4 11 „ 177. 
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of PRO We one hib —__ 
truth, he ſeems bar lyito have fects; 
and he has not even ſo much as at- 


empted to give a look at the eſt; 


convinced," he ſays, that a walk of 


many leagies would afford him no- 
thing but a repetition of the very ſame 
objects, vhich had already made their 


full impreſſion. A new and eaſy me- 


thod this of deciding from our igno- 
rance, vithout the trouble em | 


nation. 83930199 ad on gtx 
x 1 N ky 3 1 * 


ſay more upon this Mee — 
my countryman; but to quit a ſub- 
ject unimportant to the Reader, I go 
on to give the public ſome account of 
ney T have lately made to the 
Glaciers of the Canton. of Berne, and 
thoſe of Yallais, which has taken 

me 


$ . 


— — 4 
| general 2 and che appear: 

ſpecifically diſtinguiſn 
them; are e enn rity have 
gathered in this journey. Fourteen 
new Views, with which I, have en- 
riched my collection in the excurſion, 
will be ſubjects of a particular Rela» 
tion, and of a new Work, It ſeems 
0 but juſt i in this place, to adyertiſe the 
reader, that theſe Glaciers are very 
far from being ſo agreeable to go over 


* 


as thoſe of Cbamauni, and that thex 


are in general much leſs conſiderable; | 
the roads, which frequently are diffi- 
cult, and ſometimes. dangerous; the 
mountains we m deen and the 
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obtain a fight of thoſe ob 
merit our attention moſt; 
"Glaciers 
many of theſe inconveniencies ; 
wor nearer to each other, and 


Tr was on my return 
Winne 1 — "Ton 


ready very ate. — Ka the 
whole extent I had gone over two years 

covered with ſnow and ice, as 
of which we had ſo comfortably reſted. 
The Glacier des Pelerms was likewiſe 


Have formed an idea of the places here mentioned. 
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its baſe, a. PRE a 
yield in- poine of n the Maſs 


1 Ler any one" now. exipoiſ@ntel to 
bY uimſelf the proſpect of eight im- 
menſe Glaciers, 2 appear here- 


of the Arver Nen 
of this ice reſembles a city of ih, 


| and has this peculiar advantage, chat 

| it is not bounded in with brok 
rocks, but ſituated amidſt lofty woo 
and fields, and paſtures, which afford 


the moſt delightful 


Maſs of the Arveron, which] likes 
wiſe reviſited, was augmented about 
forty feet, and although this was in 
the middle of Auguſt, the ba e 
| not yet diſcoverable. [224 Ko lines. 
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dim imagine chem FREY with 
eautiful and tender verdur 
intermixed with crops of Wheat and 
dacley; an mne roflento- Sites theſe 


aliens: leſs-agrecable,, „ 
and uſeful, for the neceſſities of man, 
what ſubjects of meditation a 

titude.do they afford, towards that in- 
finitely good and gracious Providence, 
ſo fruitful in means, ſo powerful i in 


2 ſo i d men his 


f „ * 2 
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. Aan 16513 : (6 . . 5171 31111 4x fed. 
_ 1) rx we can form to — een idea 
of the manner in which theſe elds 
of ice have gradually been conſtructs 
eld, we ſhall be leſs affected with the 
3 of bmi in 1 the 
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 Breven. Two years — 1 fo 
but little ſnow upon that mountain: 
there was a conſiderable quantity in 
my laft journey. I croſſed over large 

maſſes which hung upon a ſteep ſlope, 
and had already taken the forte of 
thoſe waves of ice, in the valley of 
2 — and theſe waves 


If Th. I 2 


„bed us in ee ſafely, *** 
n in Suns ee err of 
i capable of domonftrating: But the 


_ Polerins, in a NA + ith more ok 
fible; theſe Ghciers being whe 

rectly under the gulleys or openings 
between Wy ER The Winds then 


„ che 


more 


advance up we — 


10 


— par of th E © volley win. | 
oy vio 2} e ee At wth 
CCC ome Ao I 
the not only in the valley of 
Obamoumi, that I could judge of th 
effect of the winds; but even upo 
the Glaciers and maſſes of ice 

in the Pays de Vallain, and in Swift 
r ＋. ſhall ue _ one in- 
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v1 To the eaſt of Grimſel, a very lofty 

mountain which conſtitutes the eaſt- 
ermoſt boundary of the States of 
Berne, and of the Pays, du Vallats, 
there is a valley of ice, the largeſt, 
the moſt elevated, and the moſt beau- 
tiful one cane At the top 
8 


9 
3 $4 


* 


— — Showa iogs ; 
at a little diftance from the opening 
of the gulleys, and gradually increafe 
By reaſon of the deſcent of the Gla- 
cier, which offers us at its bottom a 
collection t ice that is pradigiouſly. 
| grandand Enkng. ©: g rin 
bas op mon: groin. ie, ani augen 
Ir is from this magnificent Glacier 
that the Rhone takes its ſource. Sit- 
ting here at the foot of thisimmenſe 
maſs of ice, with a view! of deſign- 
ing it, I was prevented by a very 
tro —— which 
cold was moſ 92 piercings ; 
but it loſt of its force, in proportior 
as I retreated farther from the baſe of 
mn 147 the. 
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ſometimes plunge t to the foot of 
mountains with more violence Pry 
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upon the 
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their feet. Thoſe of Cbumbum ſeem: 
to prove it. Towards whatever point 
a Glacier is fittiated, in relpect of 


directly down upon us; and this 
will account for that variety of forms 
in the ſeveral Glaciers, the aſt Lye 
of which ſtrikes us fo wo det 
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4 Auen this digreſſion TR 58 | 
n general, (which is not ſo fatisfac- 
tory I own as might be wiſh'd, but 
which the ſubject feem'd'to call for, 
and may poſſibly afford ſome Hints 
to others 3) I think I ought to in- 
fert an obſervation of Mr. De *Rz- 


* 


Count of Jarnac. 
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thore are ſeyeral large paſtures cover- 
ed with herds of cos, Which the 
eye can hardly diſcern from the op- 
poſite fide : this obſervation, leads, us 


| Manns en wy gentleman has obe 


ſerved, thathat the fogt of the Dru, 


eſtimate the breadth. of this valley 


to be at leaſt three quarters of a 
league; and in fat 1 when I was, the 
laſt} time u Don 
the obſervation to be juſt. I was 


Montanvert, I found 


deceiy d, and deceivd others „ the 
mountains which ſurround this valley 


| being, ſo, immenſely vaſt, that the eye 
is not able to eſtimate its extent with 


i ſufficient * of exactneſs; ; the 
air 
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PRELAAINARY DISCOURSE. * 
air, likewiſe, on account zof its puri - 
ty. does not ſend. off ohjects fo far, 
Ws. below upon the plains, but brings 
them forward by their brightneſs, and 
thus contributes to the illuſion: they | 
were theſe very cauſes which conti- 
| PI deceived us in or: walk eng 


Ir i is certainly. a very great miſtake 
| likewiſe i in any perſon, to ſuppoſe it 
| poſſible for him to aſcend Mount 


| Blanc: 25 if its top, diſcovered from 
Chamouni, does notifeem to advance 
ſo much, it is becauſe Mount Blanc 
does not ſhew itſelf there, what it 
really is, on account of our being too 
near its ol That this is the true 
W N e as cauſe, 


* Fo or hs 3 Fn" that it it. is en iudes 


of the height of the Nennt in nn from the 
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is evident from the following cireum- 
ſtances, that ſo far from appearing 


lower, when we are upon Mount 
Breven, it ſeems on the contrary to 
raiſe itſelf in proportion to our eleva- 


tion; and it is but three leagues from 


Chamouni, that it appears in all its 
majeſty. I have ſeen Mount Blanc 


from. the Fourke, at the diſtance of 


more than a hundred miles; it there 
appears to riſe ſo much above the 
chain of the Needles, that they ſeem 
only like a bank of ſnow at its foot. 


5 4 
Ir 
v4 | 


diſtance only of a ſtreet's breadth ; but fifty ſuch 
buildings placed upon each other, would fall very 
far ſhort of the height of Mount Blazc, from its baſe 
in the valley of Chamouni; the utmoſt length of 
which valley is not more than between fix and ſeven 


leagues, and whoſe breadth does not any where ex- 


* three quarters of a mile 
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PRELI Y DISCOURSE. - xi 


Ir hitherto the ſeveral deſcriptions 
which have been given of the maſſes 
and valleys of ice which one ſees at 
Chamouni, ſtriking as they are, have 
rather deter d travellers from viſiting 

it, than encouraged them, the reaſon 
is, becauſe it is not eaſy to connect 
the ideas of rocks and precipices, and 
ice, with thoſe of beautiful, exten- 
ſive woods, rich enamell'd paſtures, 
fields and gardens, finely cultivated; 
whereas in reality this country, ſo far 
from being horrid, invites us even by 
its elegance and gaiety : it is.. beſides 
extremely healthy, and its-waters are 
good; its warmth, it is true, is con- 
fiderably abated by the neighbour- 
hood of the ice; but thoſe who know 22M 
the quantity of excellent honey ſent = 
annually from Chamouni, (which be- 
C 2 gins 


Bonne) will eee no eee the 
agreeable temperature of this au 
and excepting; ſome: few. openings 
favage aſpect through:the mountains, 
the journey is not ſo Aiffcult, 3 
they: have begun to mend the roads. 
In ſhort, the inhabitants are civil, and 
not uninſtructed, they behave with 
much propriety: in-converſation, and 
there is hardly any country AP ett 


| What I have ſaid of the honeſt people 
at Chamours, is applicable to thoſe in 
every other part of Savoy I have tra- 
_ vellled over. The inhabitanrs of Clu/e, 
and of Sallenobè in particular, have a 
native ſweetneſs and complaiſance in 
their behaviour, which renders them 

ee ſociable ; and all 55e diſ- 
tricts 
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. xt 
tricts have the happineſs of living 
under' a very moderate Government, 
which prote&s and leaves them to 

enjoy in ſecurity the fruits of their 
> 1 Ort 
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Dank and Glaciers. 
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The Provi: dE and Barony of 
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. E view of n nature in Ph 15 
pleſt and moſt uniform ap- 
. pearance, never fails to haye a 

its effects upon an attentive beholder; i 

ſuch impreſſions become more agree= = 
able, as the objects which excite them 
are more varied; and that rich diſ- 1 
play of beauty, in her Ver elegant „ 

Deſigns, induces a ſerenity of Plea- W 

EC” 4 für, 
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ſure, which is ſtill more ** 
but . all the pictures ſhe preſents 
us, thoſe of mountains covered with 
eternal ſnows, whoſe ſummits reach 
beyond the clouds, and whoſe forms 

are ſo majeſtic, are by fat the moſt 
affecting, as they fill the mind with 
an idea of e W : 


I is eaſy for a man of taſte to add 
to and embelliſ works of art, which 
he propoſes for his imitation; but 
His utmoſt efforts muſt fall ſhort of 
equaling the greater models of na- 
ture herſelf. This obſervation will 
be verified particularly here, where 
greatneſs and beauty are ſo'exquilite 
y united in the ſame Preys that the 
| powers even of TURING can give 


5 Z | ? u > 
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us but # very faint, imperfect repres ” 
e of the inimitable dove rol 


* 


Tur Ades men are * to form 97 
diſtant countries, from the relations 
of travellers, are generally raiſed a | 
love the truth: their ideas of the 
Alps are univerſally below it: except 
the common paſſages by Proxce inta 
Taly and Germany, the reſt are almoſt 
wholly unknown to ſtrangers; thoſe 
efpectally-which are in Savay. The 
productions of the country draw but 
few perſons into it: the difficulty of 
the roads, the ftraits which muſt be 
paſſed, to go from one valley i into an- 
other, inſulate (ir F may uſe the ex- 
preſſion) their different inhabitants: 
and the moderation of their deſires, 
Ich are bounded almoſt 1 the ne- 
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» cefſaries- of life, prevents even the with. 
to go beyond their limits. There are 
indeed ſome few perſons among them 
who are drawn into the world by 
commerce; but theſe, familiariged to 
d conſtantly before them, in the 
places where they have been witneſſes 
of their production, and leſs attentive 

probably to their forms, than to the 
inconveniencies ariſing from them, 

ſet little value upon their beauties: 

With reſpect to the people in general, 

who live upon the outſide of theſe 
valleys, as the mountains which en- 
viron them offer nothing t to their ſi ght 
but rocks and ice, they have not the 
leaſt inclination to approach them out 
of curioſity. 3j. 


by AT the FUR time how many ſcenes 
os + Te 
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are there highly worthy of our atten- 
tion! fertile ſmiling valleys, rich de- 
lightful hills, beautiful and even ex- 
tenſive proſpects; what variety of 
different forms! Here a level coun- 
re cultivated, riſing hills with 
farms and villages, and higher over 
theſe a ridge of mountains: on the 
other hand, luxuriant meadows inter- 
ſected by the Arve, which breaks into 
a number of channels; whilſt. the eye 
conducted through the natural open- 
ings as through artificial viſtos, travels 
on directly to the diſtance: or we look 
ahove the tops of neighbouring woods, 
that ſloping from our feet wind down 
NOOR he. ee iſ a dale. 9 71 


| Tas. farther we penetrate, / the 
more is; ſight is animated. with the 
| | | beauties 
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ities of this romantic region. 
The views become ſtil} more and 
more engaging as we advance; every 
valley appears like a new country 
from its different form; overhang- 
ing rocks of a prodigious height, aud 
torrents pouring down in ſheets from 
their very ſummits, are ſuch wonders 
nta, as it is ĩmpoſſfible to took 
upon without mene aſtoniſh- 
nn ane; to heighten the pic- 
ture, we may add the different tints 
of rocks and mountains, their cn. 
traſt with the browner colour of 
the woods, and the whiteneſs of the 
fnow and ice, eſpecially. when en- 
lightened by the ſun; their tops at 
ſun- riſe taking the ſimilitude of melt- 
ed ſilver, at his ſetting that 6 gold, 
whilt the refractions of his rays by 


OE their angles, ſometimes offer ſuch a 


\ 
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variegated nee as — de- 


ue trakens varios adverſo fole colores, To ; 


*+ 43 
We > 


1 is Ain a Bagehr — 
which the” fight of this country ex- 
cites in the mind, from the prodi- 
gious height of the mountains, which 
ſurround theſe valleys on every fide: 
Mount Blanc eſpecially produces a 
fenſation which is very difficult to 
expreſd. An obeliſk of one hun- 
dred yards, appears of a prodigious 
height, yet we can form a tolerable 
idea of it from recollection only; 
but when that height is thirty or 
nearly forty* times increaſed, upon 4 
55 : 1 


7 


* ; it "= * þ 4 3 


: * The height of Mount Blanc, from its baſe i in e _—_— 
the valley of Chamouni, falls little ſhort of four mou- e 
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baſe © proportionally maſſive, which 
yet the eye Can take in at one view, 
the mind is almoſt loſt in the ſubli- 
mity of its own idea, and no tongue 
whatever is capable of deſcribing, and 
conveying juſtly to others, the hu- 
miliating, elevated, awful feelings of 
the ſoul pon the cbt of ſuch an 
ne 


| W e are to ins of hiv coun- 

| een ee would probably have ſtill 
continued unknown, but for the rude 
relations of its peaſants, who bring 
us annually their honey and their 
cryſtals. The frightful picture which 
they gave of their valleys of ice, 
and of their ſtupendous mountains; 
thoſe extraordinary accounts, (which 
procured theſe ſnowy, Precipices the 
appellation 


R 
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appellation of Les Montagnes Mau- 
dites®) excited the curiofity of two 
Engliſb gentlemen ||, who refided re 
time Ane at Geneva. ; 


5 E 2 « * 


I was in tine Hint Uf June 1741, 
that they undertook this journey, 
well mounted and armed, as if they 
were going into an enemy's country; 
they had the precaution likewiſe to 
take with them, not only ammuni- 
tion, but proviſions and baggage, and 
encamped in the open air, near Sal- 
Jenche. There are ſtill ſome people 
at Chamouni, who remember to have 
ſeen them under their tents, (which 


were : pitched: in a meadow by the 
VVV 


* The. PN Mountains. NE 
1 The late Colonel W indham of Norfolk, and Mr. 
Parnech, 


1 3 r x meyer  < — a> 
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keeping Arie 


banks of the Arve) 


guard around their. little camp; a 


ſpectacle this ſo new and ſingular to 
the good people of the country, that 
their wonder and aſtoniſhment at it, 
contributed not a little to the amuſe- 


| ment of our travellers. ts path 


u ee return of theſe — 8 


men, and the deſcription which Mr. 


Windham gave of their journey, ex- 


cited the curioſity of others to follow 


the example: but all theſe travellers 
contented themſelves with going up 
to Montanvert, deſcending into- the 


valley, and walking a few paces upon 
the ice. It was reſerved for Mr. 


Profeſſor De Sauſſure, to be the firſt 
who ſhould have the courage and re- 
ſolution to penetrate acroſs the ice, 


to the my” extremity of the . 


His various and extenſive know- 
edge, and that happy 


7 


eee which he poſſeſſes in ſo 


eminent a de 
intereſting, and occaſioned a 
deſire to have them publiſhed, 
ſe which relate to the 
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| Route from Genera. ro „ Sdlkenche. 


_ E Glaciers we are cole 'over, 
| are fituated to the-north-eaſt-of 
Geneva, at the diſtance of about ſix- 
tten or twenty leagues, and are fur- 
7 rounded with the higheſt, and 'moſt 
rugged of all the mountains of the 
Alps, namely, thoſe which continue 
the chain from Mount Ceny to great 
St. Bernard, and from whoſe ſum- 
mits, if they were acceſſible, one 
might diſcover the Plains of Piedmont. 
The moſt favourable time for this 
journey is the end of July, or the be- 
ginning of Auguſt; for at this ſeaſon 
the lateſt ſnows being generally melt- 
ed, leave the dangerous paſſages diſ- 
coverable. If the WAVE thinks 


Sf WER 25 CP proper, 
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Horſeback,. or even in a carriage, as 


far as Sallenabe; but he cannot 
ſibly Ades the pleaſure of Ling 
obſerving every thing that merits his 
attention bout well this Way As 2 
beſides that he muſt otherwiſe be ne- 
ceſſarily ſubjected to great precauti- 
ons; and it was for theſe reaſons, 


manner of travelling, in 
. n e 


1 * 
p — 
P * * . 1 
* 4 5 8 
» * 
| . 


- Favoured therefore by. the wea- 
wr Go we ſet out from Geneva early i in 
the evening, and laid at 
that night. This route, which is but 
tive: rnd is both ſafe and enter 
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of BouwZVII I, ſituated at the foot 
er Molt, between that mountain and 
the river Arve, is the capital of Fau- 
cigny, where the Intendant of the pro- 
vince refides. | As it was night when 
we arrived, the place appeared to us 
extremely agreeable; a fountain in 
the middle of a large ſquare "planted 
with trees, and ſurrounded with houſes 
which ſeemed tolerably handſome, 
their windows enlightened, and the 
people civil and polite, all contribut- 
ed to give us a grand idea of the 
| place: but the morning robbed it of 
a part of thoſe beauties, which we 
thought it had poſſeſſed. The houſes 


were large indeed, but rather in de- 
cay; the principal church, though 
great, is in a bad ſtate, a :d that of 
the Barnabites — 6 ele- 


A "© BF a | gant, 
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; gent, is very ſmall. Their eee 


is the fineſt building in the. city. 
bridge over the Arve, which we _— | 
at this place in our way to Cluſe, is 
large, maſſy, and well built, conduct 
ing us by the foot way into a valley 
about half a league wide, and twice as 
long, through which the river winds 
its courſe, and on each ſide of whoſe: 
banks are | meadows: e with 
ſhrubs, and bounded by lofty moun- 
tains enriched with woods. After 
an hour's walk, the cor b 
and forms an agreeable plain of an 
oval figure, the ſhorter axis of which 
may be about two leagues, the longer 


three: : it is here that the Arve and 

Giffre. meet. The Gifre, is a river, 
Which, taking its riſe from the melt 
ing of the ice at the Glacier as Buet, 
es ig BD 3 runs 
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runs by Taninge ;. it fwells exceed- 
ingly upon a fall of rain, and abounds 
with trouts, ſome of which are caught 
that weigh fourteen or fifteen pounds 
each. This part of the country is 
reckoned to be the moſt fertile, and 
beſt cultivated of any in Savoy. We 
meet no ſhocking ſcenes of want 
fatisfied with his condition. The 
ly, and moſt of them wear a ſmall 
ſtraw hat, Which * W a _ 
tel 1 pos 1.5 AGE IDs 


Ws auen A little be * 


a village about a quarter of a league 
in length, where there is a tolerably 
handſome church; and, generally 
pany; we found this route very 

| 3 . 
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pleaſant. The road from Songy to Che 
is is highly entertaining: delightful 
oe of view; rich hills, whoſe 
tops were cover d with the moſt beay+ 
e rn and the country houſes 
of citizens, which catch the attention 
at a d nd enliven all the land- 
ſcape, ſufficiently recompenſed the 
labour of our walk. Even the! mind 
itſelf felt a moſt agrecable repole, as 
this valley, bounded by high moun- 
_ tains, ſeemed to us a little world a- 
part, where gs oh was wanting to 
_ he of m | > 


nd LIVED near Cle, we paſſed © 
due dot f a rock, which ſeems as if 
it were ſuſpended above the road, and 
whoſe brow is overhung with trees. 


It is reported that in this place the in- 
$3 D 4 | habitants 
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n of Cluſe once defeated a party 
of foreign troops, by rolling down 
ſtones upon them from the mountain. 
Farther on, is a bridge acroſs the 
Arve, but in a ruined ſtate and con- 
dition, and near it is à path cut in 

the rock, by which the traveller is 
conducted to Annecy its top com- 
mands a view of the whole 
and even that of Geneva, which is 
ſeen ag an opt 1 enen two 


* a & 8 


| mountains. FE 0 T0 IH T3 £61 
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A is W We nor en! 
ſome; its principal inhabitants are 
watchmakers, j Joiners and ſhoemakers, 
but no people of faſhion reſide there. 
The town was formerly under the 
| government of Savoy, poſſeſſed of the 

vi was the capi- 
tal 
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tal of Faucigny. A late oonflagration, 

. left very few of its houſes 

ſtanding, occaſioned part of the inha- 
5 ts to remove to Bonneville, with 
the Intendant of the Province, where 
ee. ſettled * wy the: town n n 


a> 
7 


FO! $401 
—_ E nts —_ e os 
Ea, hundred families, pretend that 
their town is better peopled than 
Bonneville, which may be the caſe, 
though it is not ſo extenſive ; 3 but 
the ſtreets and houſes here are not 
to be compared with thoſe! of Bonne 
vile. The freedom of this corpora- ] 
tion may be purchaſed for the amount 
only of a hundred livres of Piedmont; 
which gives the right of trading in 
cattle and other commodities, with- 
| out 
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out paying the duties and bridge- 
tolls, as far as Suze. The Count De 
KNemilly was deſirous of aboliſhing this 
privilege, exacting the ſame duties 
from its burgeſſes as from ſtrangers: 
an action was brought, and the affair 
argued in court. The Count has 
ſince acknowledged the right of thoſe 
who ftaid in Cluſe, but is unwilling 
to allow the claim of thoſe who re- 
kde at Bonneville, and the matter is 
* t | A 


Tux e of many of 4 in- 
| RO OY likewiſe in the country at a 


eonſiderable diſtance, where the com- 
forts they enjoy are ſo much beyond 
thoſe of towns, would ſoon have made 
them forget their fellow citizens the 
Clufians. Theſe were ſenſible. of it, 


and 
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calling them would be by inſtituting. 
patriotic; Feſtivals and Games; and 
ſuch in fact is their influence upon 
the heart, that they aſſemble to them 

from all parts. Every year, upon the 
| feaſt of Pentecoſt, the citizens 


CPTIITICO 


in arms, and in their uniform, meet 


Ne fene gp Web 


9 Wo Ibis bird is ufuatly of 93055 s 8 the 185 
iron, but perforated ſo as to be looſely placed upon 
a ſhort ſpindle, at the end of a maſt upon an emi- 
nence. Confiderable honours and emoluments are 
given in many towns of Switzerland, to the perſon 
who brings it down with a fingle bullet: At Lauſanne 
and Lutry, upon the Lake of Geneva, befides a re- 
ward of twenty crowns, it entitles him to an exemp- 
tion from a tax upon the purchaſe of an eſtate, pro- 


vided the purchafe be made within a year; and be 
has moreover the privilege of exempting one friend 


from the ſame — ; eren anne £0 on to 
the 


21 
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rock. He who brings it down is ac | 
| knowledged Abbot of the Baſeche;and 

the firſt uſe he makes of his ne: is 

. to en maine ti en * 

. Tur management of bee affairs. of | 
this city is veſted. in a council, con- 

ſiſting of four ſyndics, and dead 
counſellors, who govern by written 
laws. Cluſe has ſtill a Marquis, but 
mwm.uho can claim no other privilege than 
that of having the tongues of all the: 
| cos and oxen that are killed there. 
I ſhall e what I have to 1 of 

this 


the victor at the next annual feſtival. The 8 
probably has anticipated a compariſon of the ſimilar 
exerciſe, in honour of Petroclus and Anchiſes,. It 
may nevertheleſs be remarked in favour of the Clu- 
Han: particularly, that the modern inftitution is ſupe · 
rior in its motives, more humane in its exerciſe, and 
more honourable in its rewards, | 
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this place, ' vith-obſerving that the 
city” is on to be diſcerned till you are 
upon It hath before it the oval 
. which I mentioned, behind it 
and oh one ſide lofty mountains, 
which Projecy — A to: an 5 
its anne ente 1014 


E - 
iy +7 © 5 IS 


cn our e Koa ene 
would have believed it ape 8 
to go to Sallenche without croſſing the 
mountain, and we were ſurprized to 
find an even plain road, running in a 
narrow defile, between high moun- 
tains, that form almoſt a dome above 
it: the paſſage between them is filled 
up by the Arve, and the road througſg 


which we paſs; but it opens inſenſi: 
bly; the river enlarging, forms a va- 


= of ſmall iſlands, and in ſome | 
places 


8 : . | 
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places nen me: Soon between the 
road and the Arve: the — 
advance, 5p more the o f axe 
verſified: we meet with rocks! cut | 
perpendicularly | : down their ſides, 
-whoſe firſt appearance gives us an idea 
of ſome venerable antique building, 
ornamented with cornices and mould- 
4ngs.;\ again we come at maſſy frag- 
ments, which obſtructed in their fall 
by others, n in the. Tuſpenſion 
arm and caverns that are overgrown 
with buſhes: add to this the tread 
of travellers, the ſound of whoſe ſteps 
is many times re-ecchoed,: and the 
trotting of a ſingle horſe ſo multi- 
plied, that one might eaſily: ſuppoſe 
there was a detachment of cavalry 
coming up upon full march 


3 * 4 , by * „ , ; 1 a 1 9 2 4 | F 1E e 
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Bur what chiefly merits dur obſer- 
vation in this route, is a moſt magnifi- 


cent cavern, which the ſun never en- 
ters, and which is hollowed into the 5 
middle of the mountain above Balmes 


a hamlet about a league from Clupe. 


285 0 arrive at it we were obliged to 


Aimb up this mountain, over thicket 
or rather under woods, to the foot of 
tempts to get up, we availed ourſelves 


at laſt of the branches of a ;nut-tree | 
that hung over, which we juſt ma- 


.naged to catch hold of, and 2 
our feet upon the end of a pole, held 
up hy one of our conductors to the 


cavern, by this means gain'd the top. 


What ideas did the ſight of this place 
e us 4: 15 front preſents a large 
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portieo formed by the rocks, with 
two entrances; that on the left pret- 
ty high, but Which goes in only a 
few paces; whereas the other on the 


1 links into an . nee * us 


* 


| Punbiexey: to enter it; we lighted 
rer flambeaux, and followed our 
conductors under the arch: a paſſage 


at firſt of a conſiderable width, but 
narrowing after we had advanced a- 


bout fifty yards, led us into chambers 
of a very ſingular form, the ſides of 


which were covered with a ſhining 
varniſh, and glittered with a thouſand 
colours; croſſing theſe chambers 


we came to a magnificent kind f 


chapel, formed by the hand of na- 
3 crowned with a cupola of bold 


conſtruction, S 


N 


2 A 


5 - . * 0 * 1 i ** 
. I | int, - 5 7 = 2 . ; 
* y a ; a v 
| £28 6 E oF * 
5 As ME ; 61 OB IR To 2 | ns 
GLACIERS O F e = 


conſt uc ion; and ornamented with A 
variety of figures: we find here ſta- 
lactites of different ſorts, jets of a 


with a variety of ornaments, yet ſo 


admirably, though accidental ly, ſuit- 
ed, as not to interrupt a- Unity f 


ſtyle which is b __ _ 
the Ag 3 12 


r 
On... 


i 


2 
* The peculiar fuitablenefs, as well as a confder-. 


able portion of the beauty of theſe ornaments, is 


rather be ſought for perhaps, in the egence and 
_ karmony of the Author's own mind, than in the ob- 


jets themſelves. In all his deſcriptions, he diſco- 


vers that luxuriance and enthuſiaſm of fancy, which . 
without inſtructions have conſtituted him the Painter” 


and * of .. 


very hard ſubſtance, but brittle as 
glaſs, and tubes, ſome of which'are 
opaque, and'others tranſparent: the 
walls in turn are likewiſe decorated 
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| 2 on en 2 art whos ver 
turn d, or ſeemingly ſuſpended, whilſt 
others repreſent in a very pictureſque 
manner, the ruins of & magnificent 
palace. Turning to another part 
von might faney yourſelf. in an arſe- 
nal, with a profuſion of arms ranged 
in different forms, diſcoyerable by 
their ſplendor; and on every fe 
. almoſt, were brilliants, which ſpark - 
ling at the different movement ef our 
lights, brought every thing AR, 


Aud aided the e 8 


AFTER Having e Got- : 
tered, and always wee freſn aftoniſh- 


9 


GL CIERS OF SAVOY. 29 


 firiding” that we had advanced about | 


| four hundred paces, our conductors 
recommended to us to be more cau- 
tious how we went on, as we were 


in the middle of the cavern, of 


which indeed the hollow ſound of 

voices gave us notice. : Artived 
at Fett ian we ventured to throw 
down a lighted grenade; - ſurprized 


we were preparing to repeat the ſame 
experiment, when after a minute and 
An bare 3 — we were alto 


pinabls appity fot hy aloe | 


ſome flambeaux' at ſach a diſtance, as 
not to be affected by the explof 
— extin a my all thoſe that 
nee Ties tn thick volum 


RR c 


at not immediately heating the effect, 


1 199-08 
os Ent IM BN 7 


2. 
er 
> 


of ſmoke; which came up from the 
bottom, might alone have been ſuf- 
ficient to extinguiſh them; but ta- 
king the precaution to carry ſome 
lights farther off, the experiment my 
be _ without "_ 5 
. N p 2 
\ From 10 Oe we ak 1-four 
ee paces farther into che moun- 
vwere obliged to return back the ſame 
Way we came. . There are. in : many g 
places heaps of cryſtalized matter, of 
a pyramidal figure, which ſometimes 
interrupt the paſſage, and theſe heaps. 
or maſſes, which are formed by wa- 
ter dropping from the top and ſides 
of the cavern, may in time wholly 
ſtop up the road. Such was the effect 
of our long ſtay here, that at firſt com- 
ing out of the mountain, the air ap- 
* 


4 \ ; 
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peared to us of an extraordinary 
ſplendor, and to vibrate as ee 4 
9 in n nen 8 be 
Arras warming ourgees in e 
Mi we deſcended the rock by the 
ſame means we had employed to aſ- 
eend it, our eonductors getting down 
to receive us below. We then croſ- 
Ted the reſt of the mountain through 
woods; with much labour, and were 
wen under à neceſſity of flidin 
down the deelivity of hills, not with- 
but ſeveral falls, in which ſome looſe 
fragments of rocks join'd the party: 
to ſave himſelf trouble, one of the 
company rode down upon à large 
ſtone, which carried him ſafe to the 
bottom. The time we ſpent in ex- 
n ing _ cavern was at leaſt four 
een hours. 


_ fGnely cultivated; lowe 
meadows, corn fields, v woods 


JOURNEY ro THE: -- 


+ After taking a little repoſ ole 
at Balme, we continued our journey 
in the road to Se/lexche, which offered 


us different . and provyres us 


new eren 197 ee 
f 10 OY Feed wo a 1 vibe 


cade, we had the view of a large and 
lofty mountain, ſeated HPO 4 baſs 


which ſeemed to eee the — 
ſure of delighting us; whilſt ſeveral 
little iſlands formed by the Arve, 
cloathed with a verdure which ſets 


off the whiteneſs of its ſands, and 


the valley of a conſiderable. extent, 
offer to che man of taſte and 3 
ment, a comp 


" ones | and gives: Wig ne 


1 e ſatisfaction 


1 


: 2 n e 
. 4 ö 
* 


* 


. ͤ rr . RR: 2 R "2 NIN 
| A PT TA | 

1 * n 8 

3 375 * ad S | 
ou ry 2 x F 

* 


8 
, 
. 7 


added to ihe agred=_ 
apparent ſimplicity, heighten: the 
The inha- 


beauty of their perſons. 


1 a » ” 
- 7 : * * * , £ 
by by i ** 8 6 79 : ; pb : "+ 4 7 * 5 2 
x ; ; 3 « 
3 ; «© 5 
$52.4 4 2 on! 


* 
3 % 


9. * 


* * * fy 
; + $a 


A adus farther, 
with pleaſi ure the: beaueifut 


aſcade of Nan: COP. It is a 
ls : * ſummit 


Mam pbs £44. 
A 


9 
„ 


3 9 a „ 


Journey. To rn 


1 — amongſt rocks remark blot * 
their colour of muſk and ocre, and 
for their concentric form, that ſerves 
as a direction to the ſheet of water, 
which nevertheleſs is detached almoſt 
to the bottom : this water, diſengaged 
from the mountain by jutting rocks, 
falls perpendicularly upon a flat ledge 
that divides it into a number of : 
branches, and. forms i in . ſhort the moſt 


en caſcade /. c Sophos: E: 


* 


* Ts fall from the * the rho bd Ottom, 
is „ ſaid to exceed eleven bundred Englith yards. 
Upon reading the deſcription of chis caſcade 
with a gentleman who is perfectly ſkilled” in the 
Welch Language, he was little leſs ſurprized at 
the name of it, than at its extraordinary height; 
Nant in that Language fi ignifying . a Brook or. 
Rill, any ſtream of water that is not large enough * 
to come under the denomination of a River. A 
this obſervation favours the opinion of the Net. 
W * derived from the ancient Gauliſi or 
| | On, | 


4: 


nie, Ae wats an 


of a letter upon this ſubject, which was written in 
the year 1771, to a perſon whom it is our FT" 


pleaſure as well as duty to honour. 


e ee the l, ten ahi . 
by whom Switzerland was firſt peopled, ſeems at 
length to be determined in favour of the Galli, or 
_ Celis, eſpecially with regard to the Pay: de Vaux; 


Moſt of the names of towns and villages in the Cin- 


author, who has found that their Etymology, traced 
in the Celtic, gives in general a deſeription of the 


fituation of each particular place, by its vicinity or 
relation to ſome Mountain, Spring, or River, wit! 
reſpect to the general 3 of the foil, or "_ | 


uſual produfts'of its lands, rs TT 
„ ME 2 r endeavoured to aryl 0 


n + em che firſt Helvetia emigrated, aſtet 


they came into this neighbourhood; and the names 


of towns ſtill ſerving as a clue, he has found that 


villages which, with regard to their fituation, had . 
e analogous to thoſe in the ſouth of Sunne 


zerlamd, 


nder ſtream,” and the 
wind is hi high, one ſees icſeputined from 
. the 


ton of Berne, have been lately analyſed by a learned ; 


to determine from what places, ai 1 
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ligl * ald, and it was in | 


FO were in Berry, Poiflou and Tourain, called. 
by names almoſt perfectly ſimilar. Whatever degree 
ef credit may be due to this kind of etymological. 
proof, one cannot help being prepared by it to be · 
| Keve any. inftance of the Fact, which is ſaid to ſub- 
'$& at this day in the North of Lay. The mounr 
tinous face of this country, renders it as proper to 
preſerve an ancient dialect, as that of the Alps, in 
de Canton of Berne, are remaining, to this day, not 
enly ſome words purely. Latin or Greeks but many 
abſolutely. Cahic. There ig a. difficulty ta account 
for the Greek words in particular getting thither, but 
aſter all, it is poſſible that, theſe might be originally 
Celtic. A Welch gentleman, who: paſſed: through 
me mountains of the Canton of Berne, in order to 
fee. the Gluciert, aſſures me, that the Mounta 
ſtill uſe many words: that are purely. Welch, Theſe 
examples ſerve toiconfirm me in the opinion, that the 
Celtic, of which the Welch is a Dialect, ſaid to:dif 
ſer little from the mother tongue, was the language 
W the ſquth-weft een, 


5 
r 


this agreeable form we had the plea- 
ſure of ſurveying it. Arrived at the 

village of Sz. — ads not far from 
Sallenche, we eroſſed the ve again 
by a ſtone bridge of a Wee ſize. 
An inſcription imports, that having 
_ thrown down in 1 re 1753. 
36 TH" 7 e ſh 7 — 


by 71 F 


e bs ee e 4d by the ink. 
z writer of this letter, how uncertain the poſt 
tion is, that the Welch in Bretagne are deſcended 


from Britiſh Emigrants about the fourth century: 
There were probably ſome Deſcendants of the firſt 
Celtic Colonifts, who ſettled in Toyrain and Poiftoy 
then remaining, who might long before that tim 

| have croſſed the Loire in the neighbourhood 
Nanu, and ſettled in a collected body in Bretagne, 
where they were joined by their brethren. from this 
kingdom, whoſe anceftors might have embarked 
from the coaſts of the fame province into Cornwall, 
Wales, Ireland, and the Iſle of, Man, and from 
os probably into eee in all which, 


rng to this . 
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| 1 Rowe from Sallenche cue. in thy. 
inch any nar 15 r 1 


er 2 e end which i is upon ahi 
right of the Arve, in aſcending to- 
. its . is in an . geg 
ſituation. The people of ain- 
tain that this city is inferior to Wenge, 
but the pretenſion is excuſable only 
in a native of Cluſe : for Sallenche is 
not only more agreeable, but alſo 
more extenſive. The church here is 
the largeſt of all we have ſeen in 
Faucigny ; it contains ſome tolerable 
pictures, and rich ornaments, ſeven 
altars well decorated, and a kind o 


cenſer of ue, gilded, weis ſe- 
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yen 1 e Was  preened to 
them * a en- ba 
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gradually Increaſed, and eſpecially as 


they tell you ſince the deſtruction of a 
city, which was about a league diſtant, 


called St. Denis. The Burgeſſes of 
Sallencbe, are lords of their oun Seig- 
niory; the freedom of the city may 
be purchaſed for thirty livres, but 
coſts fifteen more for the regiſtering. 
It forms two fraternities, that of Sr. 
vided into four quarters; the firſt 
trades with Geneva and Switzerland- 
in cattle, the ſecond in cloth and 
Wande the third in different utenſils 


Tu 18 ** was ks — a bonnie 
let inhabited by a few tanners, but hay: 
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niſhes carpenters, — and do- 
meſtic ſervants, for every department; 
| theſe for the moſt part go to ſerve at 
Puri, but as ſobn as they Rave"; a0 
eh a very moderate dom 7. 
*. de return Fu ee ng their own 
Ogg: 4 cad e con- 
fiderable fairs, particularly for cattle, 
and the inhabitants of the neighbour 
ing villages are frequently collecte 
here, to the number of eight or nine 
hundred. The corporation is 80. 
verned by « council of twenty- four, 
with four ſyndics at their head, and 
their Prefident muſt always be a 
Gentleman. The chapter has been 
founded almoſt ſeven hundred years, 
ny is 7 compolee of twelve Canons, and 


Four 


==? 


— the tonite af — vid 7 
lages and diſtricts, g which is the 
1 Chamouni. There is moreover 


latter is near the rok: and Party on 3 
the outſide a chapel dedicated to our 1 
Lady of EE III whioſe 
weg g ie Ciel ——— 
Fille du Teut · Puiſſant, & Mere de ſon Fils. 


Us Vous qu'il daigna lui-meme appeller notre Mere, | 
* "Daignex de vos enfans etarter tes perils, W 
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Bog The Englith reader may form ſome idea of _ _ 
 Popiſh Divinity, from the following almoſt werd 1 
tranſlation of theſe lines. . = 
_ "@ Thou white Heav's doth crovon aw Sophia, 

Tk Almighty's Daughter, Mother of his S. 
len whom he deign'd 70 call our Mother here, Aa 
is ne.. and the Mother un. 


"Sets; > aa ee. 
into the Arve below the dnl which 
I:men our having croſſed. 


going to the alley of ene, it ic 


3 , 
: " j- a 
3 33 8 
* p - "S's 
— , * = * 
* * CY — — — ” 4 125 4 
1 4 . » 9 6 Fe na A 8 e 8 N 
p 3 g F * « " * «a HS. op * 9 7 ** 6„ů OST X- 
"4 . 


tis valley was formerly a lake; its 
appearance renders it not at all im- 
probable. The land is for the moſt 
part ſtill a ma 7 
ſuch ſo long as the Arve is without 
regular mounds to confine i its channel. 


. | e br HEARS 
'DePARTING a little from the 


*.- 
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courſe of the ſtream, MY eas 


8 L 400 dens 0 1 5 A ve r * 


. 5 ir Rane? 5 
aF as tiles fot thei? houſes! © The op. 
poſite bank is well cultivated, p 
ſenting an agreeable Proſpeck. There 
are ſome lands laid out in vineyards, 
but the richeſt villages and diſtricts 
are thoſe Which e none, whoſe 
inhabitants live upon che pre F er "= 


A 44 


their milk and Woe cattle. III 
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101 N propartion as we advance, the 
hits: puts on a new face, and 
the oppoſite bank no longer ſmiles 
upon us. We have mountains be- 
fore us covered with dark firs, and 
lands which the Arve alternately 
overflows and deſerts; yet theſe 
form no unpleaſing 9 to the 
tillage, "00 meadows, and the habi- 
N * 5 tations 


rations, upon our . and ſet, of 
the little village of Pap, which ap- 
peared to us far from being 2 difa- 
greeable place. The lovers of antient 
monuments, will not be diſpleaſed to 
read the ewo following inſcriptions 
which being found when the * 
was building, they ha 
to the porch. , K. in = Hae 
character, and ſeem to have been 
written about the Auguſtan age. 
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wat guide open he jane, byt the 


to be mare n obliged: us naw 
ta-take One, under whoſe gonduct wo 
truck on the. right hand agroſs ſama 
meadows and. Vineyards, by a path 
whieh: candufted us to; the public 
road... It was ne longer a ropte over 
a. plain gountry, we were canſtaptly 
obliged to aſcend and deſcend _ 
_nately ; but although: this was fa- 
tiguing. to us, the Go ob ag 
which offered themſelyes te our yiew 
had a ſpirited beauty, which made ws 
ample amends. The road is often 
overſhadawed with traes ; We m 
with brooks of, the cleareſt | and 
moſt nefreſh e ang, Ta 
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; ground of ſome deli ightful! woods." 1h 
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to the ruſtling of e leaves et 
by a freſh gale, which blowed from 


themountainson the eaft, gave us moſt 


agreeable ſenſations: continuing our 


walk 'in this manner about three 
hours, we arrived at an eminence, 
upon which, on one hand we diſco- 


vered a ſmall lake, and looked down 
upon pon the Arve, which was foaming 
— a "ge _ mop dap: on von Wanne 


iin 


\ SepuceD bythe bande of this 
tha, we ſtopt awhile to reſt our- 
ſelves. A gentle breeze juſt moved 


the ſurface of the lake, the banks of 
which on one fide, have a rude ap- 


pearance, with an air of melancholy, 
whilſt upon the other is a ſmiling 
ard by the 


water, 
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water, drawing down in eddies, bounds 
and ſpouts between the rocks, and 
haſtens to precipitate itſelf into the 


ve, Which heaves and ſtruggles 


| along with difficulty ; the ſwoo- 
ing murmur, of the fir-trees upon 


the mountains, added to the bri ght 


appearance and diſtinguiſhed aſpect of 


their ſnowy ſummits, of which we 


now began to form ſome idea; all 
theſe objects taken ſeparately, and 
much more together, made a ſtrong 
impreſſion, and ſpoke in the moſt 
* Manner der N 


wy 
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Fa ROM this engaging eminence, the 
road divides into two branches ; ; one 
of theſe deſcends in a ſtrait line to 
the Arve, the other, turning to the 
left, carries you to Serve, the laſt vil- 
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4 in ahr WAG vf abe; 
= - paſſed in my 12 journey by t 
one, and in my laſt by the other, 1 
am tow going to deſcribe them both. : 


5 paſting Fro the tte ne 40 
Serve, we take the left Hand "wy 
| which conducts us acroſs : a Hollow, 
like the bed of a great river, whole 
| | | bottom 1 IS covered with large! pebbles 
=_ : - | and fragments of rocks, amongſt Lwhich 


1 5 there wind ſome lender ſtreams, | PO E 


Tur appearance of this place Nein : 
to intimate, that there was formerly 
a collection of waters upon the moun- 
tain, which having burſt the barriers 

and broken down the mounds that 
oppoſed its courſe, at laſt forced its 


V carryidg with it in its paſſage, 
the 
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ſes m_ remains.” 
ann i e I ee ee 

w Tnrxr is Any one valley mer s 
8 paſs b before we arrive at that of Cha. 


Ange is ſttuated in a delightful 
plain, well cultivated, and whieh pro- 
uces excellent orops we paſſed it 
at the time their fields particularly 


call for the attention of the huſband- 


man, and even demand his care ; but 
this reaſon did not prevent the civi- 
lity-of theſe. good people, who left 
every N to come n oa ut wel- 
come. 1 OLE £6 N 
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Ar fome diftavee guclas W we 
croſſed a torrent, and ſome rocks of 
a | black W ſtreaked with white 

| grooves. 


„ the little valley of Serve; This 
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grooves. The general form of theſe 
rocks has much the look of a ruined 


fortreſs; they diſtil a thick glutinous 


water, and one finds there a kind of 
green and yellow moſs, of uſe in 
painting. Going out of this ſmall 
Canton, we again croſſed the Arve, 
and a little farther is the place where 
the road, which remains to be de- 
ſeribed, unites with that we have 
now paſſed. I return then to the 


little lake upon the eminence. 10 = 


jm its had. we ns 
ol by a road, rather ſteep, to the 
Arve. This river is not any where 
very rapid: obſtructed and confined 
by large rocks within its channel, it 


roars, it foams, and pours n, in 
veal caſcades, 1 


* i 
l 3 
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WE 
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Wr paſſed it at this place by a 
lender trembling wooden bridge“ $ 
ut to enjoy a fine view, it is neceſ- 
ſary as ſoon as we are over, to co 
along the bank towards its ſource, to 
about the diſtance of an hundred and 
fifty paces. We there ſee the river 
precipitate itſelf near ſixty feet, and 
cover by its fall a conſiderable extent 
of ſurface. The rocks which are on 
the right hand, and which are called 
La tour de Barre, produce likewiſe a 
| fine effect; the name indicates ſuffi- 
ciently their ſteep and perpendicular 


form: ſome of them project, riſing up 


from the boſom of the water, others 
are as if ſuſpended in it, and the 


little trees which grow upon their 


8, a0 d ſtill more to the beauty of 
1 


* This is called th the r the Goat s * 
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our dee] Aug Ay 8 Fram 
rocks, along a valley which riſes in- 
ſenfibly; and immediately 22 into 
a cool refreſhing wood, from wheiice 


we diſcovered, on the Teft hand, the 
little valley of Sr. Michael; w 


ſoon arrived, and which is ſeparate: 
from the valley of Serve only by a chain 
of rocks, which at moſt are not above 


* thouſand paces in Por N if 


2 


err are ſome "yy TIT in 


this valley, but that which merits 


en 


years, is now abandoned: bee halt 
et upon the green turf be 7 
tage, from which place thi er ears 
ace of Mount Bline was aonithing; 
this yrearer Part of it was hidden from 
Orr view by clouds / its top alone 
was viibIe==="The iNufion was com- 


- 


Kending 1 var bn. 47010 Fo 3 3 
40: nw nov i 
Tx is at the: Wing Gut er r Wut 
Curiton, that advancing towartls à de- 


file, © between fore rocks and the 


e, we artived at the place where 


015 two roads which I have been 2 


deſcribing, reunite. From this point 


of their reunion, the route contindes 
ifing into the defile; the” roaring of 
noe | the 


which ok 3 res) for W 


pleut It ſeemed another Worry dee 


tain wholly covered with, black firs, 


begins the valley of Cbamouni. The 


higheſt mountains in Europe, cover- 
ed with eternal i ice, the whiteneſs of 
which contraſting the deep green of 


the "ARG gil, more ri * 
confined, the appearance of a moun- 


every object gave us the idea of a 
frightful gloomy deſert; however at 
laſt, after croſſing a little wood, we 
diſcovered a green plain, from which 


ſight of this valley, crowned. by the 


the firs, and that lighter. and more 
agreeable colour of the herbage, ſtopy 
our walk for ſome time. We were 
never tired of admiring t the fine effect F 
of this e, ER Es ee EU 


1 now a l Sm (the 


water of which nene the ane 


W 2 


which was adjoining, we diſcovered 
the greater part of the valley, which 
extends from weſt to north-eaſt, in 
the form of a creſcent ; what ſtruck 
us firſt, were the heaps of ice, which 
deſcend from the” Pu et vn 
Fn 


en cottages, with churches, chapels, 
and curates houſes, which being al- 
moſt the only edifices of ſtone, are diſ- 
tinguiſhed at a diſtance by their white- 
neſs. The road is ſtrait, bounded by a 
a ſort of palliſades made of ſtakes 
driven into the ground, and interwoven 
with branches of the fir- tree; a man- 
ner of hedging which is better than 
ours to protect the fields from cattle, 

and their owners fear no other in- 
vaders. The inhabitants who were 
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ceived (Gin used groups of wood- 
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* two hours. x — * Ve puge 
more paſſed the Arus, and fitting 
down to reſt us near. a brook. Which 
empties itſelf into it, we heard 8 maſt 


prodigious: rumbling in the moun- 
_ tains, which we took. for the effects 


of thunder, though the air Was gl 
this time ſerene; and we judged the 
tempeſt, though it was behind the 
mountains yet, would certainly coe 
up and overtake us, but we were a- 
grecably miſtaken, and were after 
ward informed, it was occaſioned. by 


the falls of ſnow, which. ſeparated 
from the Glaciers, roll down * 


times to W Yr: ante of the 15 
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leys. In ſhort, we arrived: ſafe in 


the evening at Price, the moſt con- 
ſiderable village of C hamouni, which 
receives its name from a ſmall Priory 
eſtabliſhed there. The frequent jour- 


neys which che curioſities af this 
place have lately occaſioned, raiſed a2 


with for a decent houſe. of reception, 
and entertainment, for rangers; and 


nr 3 „ is dings 
fix and ſeven leagues in length, and 
not above a quarter of a league in its 


greateſt breadth, in ſome places not 
above four hundred paces :; the Aue 
paſſes through its whole. length: the 
inhabitants are about fifteen hundred 
ſouls; 


an honeſt careful widow has for ſome 
years provided one, in which we were 
| 1 "ory BAER to * 5 
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of Se. 2 Frust, bd 45 ren 
which together form à community, 
governed by ſeven counſellors and 4 
fyndic. The Chapter of Sallenche, as 

I ſaid before, enjoys the lordſhip of 
chis valley; it ſupplies the churches; 

and draws revenues from a count: = 

which does not ſeem capable even of 
ſupporting its own inhabitants. This 

chapter was heir to a third part of 

every man's eſtate and effects, WhO 
"TY died without children, but the com- 
munity has bought off this right, for 


= the ſum of thirty thouſand Piedmon- 
1 teſe livres, about twelve e d and 
fifty pounds ſterling. DS, 

3 e 


Tur dein are e cieil i 


| people, — tolerably well inſtrudted; 
there 
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there are few amongſt Ac. 
taught. to read; they J all poor e. 
gnongh it is true, but no one begs "i 
or goes out of his country to do it, 
and law-ſuits are unknown. Their 
lands, LING ir COWS, and their bees are 
all {hair riches; TH trade they! hve, 
cattle; .their lands "7 well made ed, 
and they empley their cows in the til- 
lege of them. They fow in the, month 

of May, and rcap in the month of Au- 

guſt: they have no vines here, and bery 
few fruit trees of any ſort; but their 
foil produces oats, rye, barley, and a 
ſmall quantity of wheat ; the land, as 
it is light and open, is plowed. only 
once in the year, tho' they manure ijt 
with great care and labour. It is 
; Gown with corn five years W 


* 1 * 


They drink the water of the' 
| which 1 is freſh-and pleaſant it Has a 
85 *whitiſh appearance indeed, yet with- 
ont any bad effects“; while they at- 
5 tribute to the water of a neighbour- 


: * that carries ſome noxious ſalts along with i it, whick 


\ ; | | ; 55 

EO | | 
« COA HS Gun. ot £7 Ma 
+ JOURNEY-TO:FTHE + 


after which it reſts the Ade ln ceed 


ing years, as paſture for their cattle. 


in g ſource, a ſpecies of weakneſs to 


' which” the inhabitants of a hamlet 
5 oppoſite Prieure, on the other fide of 


the Arve, dre ſubject. In ſhort, the 


"rays. of the Aun concentered in this 
| valley, ben a ſufficient degree 


of heat for three i ne in TE: Fear, | 


* : 
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Cheb The fell FFI ſo WEN to 1 bab 


F ee. and which is almoſt general ĩn the 


Pays de Vallais, is s ſuppoſed. to be occaſioned by the 
thickneſs of the waters, impregnated with a clay, 


" foul and ſtop up the glands. 


GLACIERS e oF SAVOY. 61 


to compenſate in ſome meaſure for the 
unprolific coldneſs of their winters. 3 


a "#3 
- * ; , 


$% $ ; T 
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and Glaciers, came to offer us their 


ſervices. Theſe conductors generally 


carry in their dorſer, every thing 


which the traveller may have occaſion 
for: their ſpirit, agility, and ſtrength 
are ſurpriſing, and in ſhort their af- 
ſiſtance in theſe excurſions is not 
barely uſeful, but abſolutely neceſſary: 
they. ought. not however to be taken 
at random, a8 there 3 are ſome of them 
doubtleG who have more knowleds ge : 
and experience than others. We en- 
gaged one to conduct us up Mount 
Breven the next day: this mountain, 


which, 


2 * en wt EA 42 * 
— . ˙1 U 6 eo FED. 
ah. w_ - 


Taz. 17 evening we pen the 
: 63-4 of the place, who are uſed to 
| conduct ſtrangers over the mountains 
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fair. For this purpoſe therefore, we 


jouxnxr o CE 


, * is very high, is oppoſite Pri. 
eur, and it muſt have been ſtill mucłi 
bigher, if we may judge from the 
rifts, and fallen rocks, we ſaw on its 
ſummit. The reaſon which induced 
us to begin our diſcoveries from this 


mountain was, if : 


„ being See * * 
nificent chain of the Glaciers, and 
the neareſt to their ſituation, we 
could have a better general view of 
them from its top; and it Was pru- 
dent beſides to avail ourfelves of the 
weather, which then promiſed to be 


got up an hour before day-light, and 
as ſoon as ĩt appeared n to W 1 
the mountain, 1 


* 1 1 Y 
* 5 . 1 8 # 


r | an 18 mountain, 0 hich 2 80 
is covered with a few. fir trees, 
and ſome beuthy underwood, is entire- 


ly. bare at the top. We were five hours | 


and 2 half i in Aang it, by a difficult 


1 lage amongſt the ruins, Which fall 


om time to time down its fides 3 


ſame of theſe fragments are Huge, 
miſ- ap en blocks of of ſtone, and others 


flat, with ſharp. edges; no path is 
traced to its heights: : to arrive at one 
of its ſummits, there are three em- 
bie cut into the rock, which are 


- 1 ſo 
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1 e perpendicular, we could 
hardly: believe this war the paſſage, 
but our guide aſſuring us it was * 
place at which Mr. De Sauſſure had 
climbed the mountain before us, we 
then took courage: as the ſurface was 
| covered with ſmall pebbles, which 
Mlipped from under us, it was neceſ- 
ary to underſtand how to take advan- 
tage of the clefts and fiſſures of the 
rock, in ſecuring our hold, and plac- 
ing our feet; it was infinite labour; 
the ſweat. ran down our faces; 3 the 
inſtant ſometimes we thought our- 
1 telves perfectly ſafe, i in having graſp- 
ed the ſolid rack, the edge would de- 
ceive us, and break off in our hands; | 
or the ſtone upon which we ſet our 
foot would eſcape. us, and we were 


carried down with the rubbiſh; but 
| theſe 
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theſe. accidents, which might have 
been attended with bad conſequences, 
(as we came off unhurt) rather ani- 
mated than diſcouraged. us, and be- 
e at t Jaſt a e of amuſement; "op 


our r was, upon oh — 
two hundred feet below, and ready 
to receive us ſhould we ſlide down ſo. 
far: this indeed never happened, and 
ö ae ſafe to the creſt of ans e 


4 Ox 
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er, we were 

p 8 fon alle our „ with 

what beauties were we ſurrounded 

The air upon this mountain was ſe- 

rene and bright, whilſt the valley * | 

ous had a LOSE, wi 
in by 


—— 


* * "wy 


8 


them feparate, and for 
ves into different fleeces, make their 


its turn gave us ſome perceptions al- 
 rogether new. We bac che magnifi- 


region of the elouds. The chain, 
this mountain tooks 


tos "TA 8 8 . 4 YO Bk 1 


down like a giane, i compoſed of 
. 


_— lighter, — 


1 "us — n alad different 
ſtreaks and panes of ice and ſhow, 
which without changing the general 
character of their form, or the ma- 


jeſty of their appearance, give them 
a pictuteſqus agreeable variety. Lows 
te down, the eye ſurveys with raviſh 
— gt of ice; and the ſeveral 
Glatiers*, exten 


Wn 


ve ed . The fit 
of Mount Blase, whith 'they call che Ghatier- cer 
 Boiſpnr, ot By ns ; the fecond the Glacier der Pg 
nw, oor os Þ in 4 T Kram; the dre the Glacier 
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— whilſt this appears like an ar- 
tificial garden, embelliſhed with the 
= - mixture of a variety of i 
C ſhort, we have a p picture 
this chain, which | b | 
numerable mountains r diſtznce A 
* of near fifty leagues, between whoſe 
_— tops we have a glimpſe of thoſe! &; 
= :: veral an em a ee 

: „ bci on 

* ape * mountain we en- 
joyed that fine ſig IT, * — "or | 
months before afforded Mr. De:Sauſ- 
ure an eee proof, in dan of 
"wp! I OTE" phenomena N 
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des Bois, or de Montenvert ; the fourth that of 1 
gentiere; and the fiſth the Glacier du Tour, or in the 
country language du Tord; the laſt of which is diſ- 
tant from the firſt about five leagues and a half. 
t What would it be chen, could we aſcend the 
Grit of Mount Blanc ? 


— OA savor. * 


wr r en at 105 1p ſt, whilſt bo was 
upon its top, he was eurious to ſee 
the effects of it, and for this he did 
not wait long; he ſoon found him- 
ſelf naturally elerified; but appre- 
henſive of danger, at ſeeing the light- 
ning form itſelf too near him, he 
was * to baſten wee 0 er 
bs oe aca 8 | * 12 


wo * 5 41 1 . #% 8 N . a 8 
* . * - 0 F 


„ Wirn een to ned bY EA! 
out any fear at preſent of the conſe- 
"quences of this terrible phænomenon, 
we heard a long continued rumbling 
noiſe, like that of thunder, which the 
Alence of the place where we ſtood 
rendered ſtill more awful. The ava- 
lanches of ſnow, which ſeparated from 

2 * of the mountains, and rolled 
* down 


bigheft ſummits; torrents, il 
driven n aa to uk uſhed 
= burl'd aloſs ; into hos air; e Inn 
= ow were the principal cauſes of the 
s which we hows 1. e we 


— —— to 
mit. which penetrated its ſurface, 
and ed even the pebbles of it. 


been übe to- > the moſt 3 
„ we were in this fituation 


| 1 2 * twelve hundred toiſes - 


which is/ more- ce — . 
of Sal This exceffive. — 
and doubtleſs: the neighbonrhood off 
the ice wich furronnded: us, — 

| nnn Þ; n us eee . 


3 — . 
degree above o; we were nevertheleſs 
entirely at our eaſe, and took our repaſt, 
which the fatigue we had gone theo, 
and the purity of the 1 
on cn gate een een ab l 
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*The higheſt point of Saleve, © mourn dint F 
about a league from Geaeus, is five hundred um 
twelye toiſes above the level e wa . 

41 fay, except on one fide, becauſe we had ſum 
mits of ice like that of Buet behind us, of J 
a account will be given bereafter, 
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1 was not without regret we ſaw. 
this: moment arrive, when we muſt 
quit this ſcene: we gave one part- 
ing glance at thoſe magnificent ob- 
jects; which we never could be tired 


with ſurveying. We locked at one 
another, without uttering a word; 
our eyes alone could ſpeak what we 
had ſeen, and told what paſſed in our 
E 8 e and . 


? 


Ws E had now: adder more aatoia y 
im deſcending than we had in getting 
up; perplexed, ſhaking and trem- 
bling at every ſtep, our danger paint- 
ed itſelf in all its terrors. We never- 

theleſs came off with ſome ſlips; but 
it was four hours before we arrived at 


. the bottom, though: we ran PPE. of 


l 


: FER way. 1 n en ee 
reached Prieurd, where we found the 
good people of. the place had been 
ſome time uneaſy®, looking out with 
with anxious expectation, and were 
then juſt quitting their houſes to 
e 88 


© They were the more uneaſy, as ſome days be- 
fore one of their townſmen had been taken up dead : 
This poor man- having learned chat Mr. Proſeſſor 
De Sauſſure was expected at Chamouni, formed a de- 
fign of climbing the mountain, with a view of cha- 
ſing a Chamois, to prefent him ee his arrival; but 
he had the ill fate to fall from the top of a rock. 
Mr. De Sauſſure, touched with his misfortune, and 
the diſtreſſed ſituation of his family, conſoled them 
by his generoſity, making very conſiderable preſents 
to the widow and children. I had this account from 
the inhabitants themſelves, who take every opportu- 
nity of exalting his generoſity, and affability of be» 
haviour to them upon all occafions ; ; and ſuch is the 
. reſpett they bear him, that they never "OY of him 
. without — off their hats. 
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V. ally of 1 ce 7. Montanvert.. 


AVIN Guben this were lun 

1 vey of the Glaciers, we deter- 
neil to ſpend the reſt of our tim 
in examining the conſtruction of each 
of them particularly, and to begin 
W. 1 "RO" ay ice called des Bots. 
Og this. b we endes 
Montan vert, the mountain oppoſite to 
Mount Breven; it is leſs high, leſs 
ſteep, and more agreeable, being co- 
vered with beautiful fir trees, many 
of which we ſaw had been thrown 
down by the winds. The north 
winds blow with great violence thro' 
4 valley i in the ſpring, and in the 
H autumn 


—— — 
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autumn PX fouth ind; but thas 


which they moſt dread, is a wind 
from the eaſt, which pouring through ; 


the ſtreights of th mountains, plunges 
towards their feet, tears up by the 


roots, or overturns all the trees in its 
Way, and not uncommonly 5 reverbe- 
rated by ſome. other mountain which 
oppoſes its paſſage, it returns in ed- 
dies, unroofs the houſes, and does in- 


finite miſchief. We had the good 


fortune however to ex perience none 
of its fury. The air was perfectly 
calm the whole time we ſtaid at this 


place, and gave us an opportunity of 


enjoying in ſecurity the k $i its 
og Wt '- 


4 3” Ou 
"xt 1 


Wr now toaked. Fre 2 _— al 


| ls of ice ſeyeral leagues; in length, 


» - » "a 
. 


ters murmur as they run 
clefts, ſome of which are very deep, 5 
ew ones are frequently opening; | 
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ahi a quarter of a league in breadth. 
At tlie diſtance of about three: leagues, 
it divides into two branches, that on 
the right extends behind the moun- 
tains commanded by Mount Blanc, 


and the ſecond, turning to the Tees 
00S ot towards my 4 Ante. 8 1 5 


3 | 5 CK V 


58 ye rA bed lachy aphtiied by 4 
ſtorm; and arreſted by a ſevere ſudden 
froſt; reprefents very well the appear- 


ance of this Glacier; the waves, har 


denied by ſucceeding winters, are ſomm 
of a dirty, and others of à clear white, 
divided by oblique fiſſures, which aps 
f a tranſparent blue. "The wa- 
alc ng theſe" 13 
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and ne. 
the prelude to theſe new ones, is a 
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ral ſtatues, ranged i in a ſort of ſym- 
metry; and it is here that the cryſ- 
tal is generally found, ſurrounded 
with a greeniſh earth or moſs; it has 
t the form of a die as in America, 


and is ralways e Tr zinated | in points. 


as 3 : 
, 43S 8 21 ie . 
jo 7 þ 4 9 7 Wet 161 * 4 . I + it 


'F 


75 Turan are W which ſometimes 


ble after ſeveral bounds upon the ice: 


We ſaw an avalanche of ſnow; which 


was inſtantly reduced into a cloud by 
a guſt of wind; and there fall like 


wile from theſe mountains, ſeveral 
torrents of water, which form little 
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aſcades, the fight of which is ex- 
ceedingly agreeable. We deſcended 
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| inn earth at the edge of th al- 

en is white and friable like chalk; 

they call it ſerpentine.” It is aſtaniſh- 
ing at this place, only to /oo# at the 
height of the ice; its waves reſem- 
ble little mountains, heaped upon one 
another, ſome of which are from for- 
ty to fifty feet high: it is difficult to 
make our way over them at firſt, but 
in proportion as we advance fatther 
up into the valley, theſe waves of ice 
inſenſibly decreaſe in height, and be- 

come more even. We found here 
the bones of a poor Chamois, which 
was brought hither no doubt by an 

avalanche. The ice ſeems to en- 
creaſe Oe x nd thè old people 
„ F . wine * ” Fes of 


70 E 5 + _ +. FR 
» Probably from oy 8 of its fra, or ©; A 
ſome reſemblance it bears to a ſpecies of marble ſo 


of Chamounti «aw us, that n, 
it was poſſible” to penetrate" from the 
nity” of this valley, even to Pal 

#41 te, which the vaſt accumulation 
of ice has mer at preſent im- 
practicable. 10 in rate e il 
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„ Tnzx ee lee which a 0 


| peared to us to keep the ice eternally 


in this: valley; its height, and its 
ſituation: The ſoil of the valley 
of Chumouni is about three hundred 
and forty toiſes above the level of 
_ our lake; this height, join'd to the 


effect of the mountains covered witin 
ſnow, which! ſurround it; renders 
the air very ſharp, and thes wn 
ters long. Its ſituation neverthe- 2 
leſs, froin weſt to eaſt, | expoſes 4 
_ —_ ſummer to eight or nine 


uiA Boch H 4 hours 
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hours ſunſhine every day for ſeveral 


the mountains, occaſion a very con- 

ſiderable heat; but the valley of ice 
is elevated about three hundred and 
fifty toiſes above that of Chamoumi, 


wWuilſt its extenſion from ſouth-eaſt 
to north-weſt, and the prodigious 


mountains it has upon the ſouth ſide, 
permit the ſun to ſhine upon it but a 
few hours in the day, and this only 
in the height of ſummer, when he 
is near the tropic; at which time * 

* do but zun n over it. "729 ane 


. ee a en 5 


ice near two-thirds the breadth of the 


valley, we contented ourſelves:for the 
preſent without going farther, and 


* to ee near a 
ſhockin 8 
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8 it was een every f 
& thing intereſting at Chumoumi, 
a liſt we were favoured with by 
Mr. Profeſſor De Sauſſure, ſerved for 
our direction; and the Glacier des 
Pelerins was propoſed in it, as well 
worthy of our obſervation. This be- 
ing the higheſt in the chain com- 
manded by Mount Blanc, and like- 
wiſe ſo near that mountain, that it 
might even be reckoned a part of its 
baſe, we determined to aſcend it, and 
to range from this Glacier along the 
foot of the Needles, all the way to 
Montanvert, where having paſſed the 
+ axgde, we * deſcend the next 
morning 


e e e eee e eee eee eee 


} 


choice of four guides, one to conduct 


us to 10956 Glacier des Pelerins, and the 


other three to go the ſame. day to 
Montanvert, to prepare for our re- 
ception, and to aceompany us after- 
wards into the valley; ſuch was the 
plan we followed. We ſet out very 
early in the morning, took the way 
to Mount Blanc, and aſcended thro' 
a foreſt of fir-trees. In this walk we 
paſſed over conſiderable tracts, where 
whole woods ravaged and deſtroyed, 


painted to us the terrible effects of 


Ro. Avalanches, which: frequently ; 
roll from the mountains, and parti - 


e in the e 13 Ava. 
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morning into the valley of ice, and 
e as ag = On, io 505 


To execute our design, v we e 
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lancber are formed of ſnow, driven by 


the winds againſt; the rocks, where 
the quantity is accumulated, and ſup- 


ported by their ledges and projecti- 
ons, till ſucceſſively increaſed, both 


in extent and depth, to a prodigious 
ſize, at laſt they overcharge the baſe 


which kept them up, break off by 
e own dew and —— with 


a dread- 


© There are FX Lich both of the eat 
tion and fall of theſe vaſt maſſes of ſnow, than what 
are here given. Vide Recherches fur tes Modifications 
44 7 Atmoſphere, tom. ii. p. 295, DUR 

In croſſing over the Alps, more 5 during 


ide ſpring, the jingling of the bells upon the mules, 


is frequently ſufficient to bring down the Ava- 


Aanches, which in narrow defiles obliges the mule- 


teer to take them off, and march with the utmoſt | 
Mence and caution, under theſe threatening preci- 
pices; ; or where they are likely to roll beyond the 


road, and reach the declivity of the mountain, to 


ſhake them down by the diſcharge of a piſtol, before 
He ventures to proceed on his way. 
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2 ee craſh; thunder down cats 
the valley, .carrying every thing with 
them in their way. There is ſome- 
thing very grand, and at the ſame 
time frightful, only in the fight of 
thoſe prodigious falling maſſes; which 
the wind; occaſioned by the velocity 
of their motion, renders ſtill more 
horrid: It is a torrent that nothing 
can reſiſt, raiſing clouds as it were of 
ſmoke, and whirling it in vortexes to 
the ſkies, which it darkens and even 
hides ; ER the maar 


are certain 1 to bs ey? abw. 
or cruſhed with the mals, or perhaps 
buried alive with their families and 
their cattle. Several of theſe Ava- ; 
lanches ſtill preſerve ſome'memorial 
8 . c they occaſioned; as 
= they 
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+ retain the names e places 
they have ruined or overwhelmed; 
one for inſtance is called the Avas 
lanche de la Coudre, or des Noiſetiert, 
and another the Avalanche des Ingole- 
rons;;., the former of which is near a 
quarter of a league in diameter. It 
Was not till after a walk of four 
hours, that we at laſt arrived at the 
Glacier; des Pelerins, which is called 
likewiſe: Glacier du lin def NI 
mv; © 45 37 918% id 
"Tam Hr ieh, as hath. been — 5 
| obſerved,. are beds of ice, more or 
leſs thick, which are lodged upon 
declivities, between the mountains. 
Theſe beds, increaſed from time to 
time, become of a conſiderable extent 
and thickneſs; chat upon which we: 
now were, is nearly fix. hundred yards 
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auch Sond) top beste ab 
| about fifteen hundred yards iii 
breadth. We croſſed over it: it is 
ſeparated in many places by rifts a 
= elefts, of which there is no'diſcerns 


ing the bottom; but pon carefully 


examining them, the new ice _ : 
readily diſtinguiſhed from the old? 
the new is white, and at moſt not 
above ſix feet thick, whereas the old 
below it, is of a bluiſh colour, It is 
neceſſary to be cautious in 
upon this ice; to ſtrike with your 
ſtaff before you place your foot, and 
to ſet it hen it can be done upon 
the ſwelling parts, which their con- 
vexity in general renders more firm 

this attention is neceſſary likewiſe} / 
becauſe the clefts are ſometimes con- 
cealed by freſh ſnows ; but What bafs 
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fles all PAIGE RE there Gems e- 
ſides to be a danger from the burſt= 
ing open of new clefts;/ which art 
ſometimes made without the leaſt 
notice to expect them. We were 
now advancing farther up upon the 
Glacier, when all at once à rolling 
noiſe like thunder under our feet, oc - 
caſioned us to retire with precipita- 
tion the ſame way we came: but if 
we had reaſon to be afraid of What 
might happen under us, what we ſaw 
above our heads did not ſet our minds 
altogether at reſt: theſe were the 
Needles, behind which we heard a 
ſullen rumbling ſound, with now and 
then a ſharp redoubled crack and 
ſeveral rocks thrown down at no 
great diſtance from us, were a de- 
— of the . we. were © A 
in. 
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in. In our haſty retreat, we found a 
butterfly dead upon the ice, and ſaw 
ſome - mai motts*,” which e were 
upon the point of taking: two Cha- 
mois after wards made, their appear 
ance, but at our approach retired, as. 
if with a reluctant ſlowneſs, to the 
heights of their mountains. We took 
the ſane road” they did, ' aſcending 
pretty high, and made no doubt of 
our arriving in 4 ſhort time at the —_ 
foot of the Needles, as Mount Blake = 
dick not ap appear very diſtant: what a 
miſtake! we reached them indeed, 
bat nöt till after a long hour's tire- 


, Te 


dame and e walk. ig e 


en is an Oy, TU 
Ties; bout the ſte of à hare; N eden b 


pid fate near the tops of the rocks: chring — 2 


— 25 ; 


when it grows exceedingly k al & i is ſo benumbed | 
and inactive upon firſt coming our af its holes, as to 
be eafily caught. 
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Labirinu walk 2 | the. Needles, to 


H E view of the want Poo 
their foot, was a moſt raviſhing 


% S * i 


fight; but when we reflected that 
from their ſummits, the plains of the 
ſouth, the north, and the eaſt were to | 
be diſcerned ; . how... mortifying,, to 
think t them inacceſſible ! what. a, reſt- 
leſs inclination did it. exCite, to at- 


3 tempt at leaſt to ſet a foot upon their 
heads, My mind was ſtrongly agi- 


"+ W N 5 

tated; and. lookin g at them with a 
longing attention, 1 thought 1 ſaw a 
ee of doing i it: Bal forward 
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mounted with determined reſolution 
every obſtacle" the rocks oppoſed in 
my way, and mounting over the heaps 


a ridge of that Pike which "YOU tc to 
Mount Blank. Doty 


a 
1 F * 3 G ? £56, 

- 44 1 : * 7 4. * 4 : by 4 — 1 4 12 i * a 4 4 114 n 2 +9, 
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Tux e 1 had now 1 bo 


was moſt exceedingly delightful ;* but 
the proſpec̃t differed little from our 


view upon Mount Breven: I WAS far 
frombeing ſatisfied : I wanted to get 

rid of that immenſe rampatt, Which 
hid from me the plains toward the 

ſouth: redoubling n my ardour, 
[climbed afreſh» with inexpreffible 
fatigue” from rock to rock, and with 
the caution of a" reptile making its 
way "pen. 3 ome: briſtly plant, T infi- 
I e Tf  nuated 


by this flattering inſtant hope, I ſur- 


of ruined fragments, Tat laſt attained 
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e "RY as aan a 
namental winding crypts, which gave 
theſe. maſſes all that lightneſs we, ad- 
mired from a. eee aſtoniſhed 
With the prod igious height at which, 
IL aw myſelf, and ſtill more with what. 
remained for me to do, I. at laſt dife. 
cerned the full extent of my ability. 


|; ann 7 x1 


Bur: I was « ſufficiently. opal for, 
my. trouble, by the beautiful picture, 
which. was. before me; higher than, 
the Breven, my view extended over 
that mountain to the welt and north; 
near me, and at my feet, were the 
valleys of Ghamown:, of St. Michas, 
of Serve, and of Salncbe; farthen 
off Ldiſcerned the valley which ſear. 

wy 188 two Salve, and, fa. with, 


1 ann lig 220} eq , 
417 5 44 * Two mountains near Ge. | 


* 44.4 20"), 
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an affectionate regard, whict 
itmpodible- for me to — a 
parental plains upon which Geneva is 
cated; its beautiful lake, and in ſhort 
the whole extent of Mount Jura, to 
_ the fort of Erlufe, On iny right were 
the valleys of the Pays de Vallait, half 
of: which only were diſcoverable, and 
that immenſe chain of the Ape, 
which deſcribing a curve, is termi- 
nated at 2 pet da Ane . 
ard, 8 1 FR 2 142 2 N $ ”—_ 


mY Tur party ey Aenne of: wy 
ait, free from the exhalations of the 
plain, enabled me to ſee all thoſe ob- 
jects with ſuch diſtinctneſs and pre- 
raphy I coneeived'it would have 
been eg for me to trace them in a 
Drawing; but Wanne loſt & a by 
r 13˙ ts PPD this 
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this very circumſtance; ſuch a num- 

ber of objects were too much brought 

together, and crouded under my eyes, 
ſothatiicthing 1 ice due di tance 
dt Ow nol eee in u 
I nap left my re at the 
foot of the Needles, and could ſee the 
little lake upon whoſe border we had 
appointed to reſt ourſelves; it was 
impoſſible to diſtinguiſh hm; but I 
could hear the report of their gun, 
which Was er jy og e on x- 


bude al en Ahe be the a 
rocks rolled under my feet, and 1 
dared not even truſt myſelf to ſome 
enormous maſſes; which ſeemed to 
hang upon nothing. I got ſafe how- 


ever r at laſt to the bottom, and ſoon 
i e rejoined 


ff 
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| joined! my companions in the jour- 
ney. Scated upon a delightful bank 
of moſs, we took our repaſt at the 
border of the lake; whoſe water is of 
an intenſe coldneſs, and which is al- 
moſt covered by thoſe threatening 
Needler's one of - theſe in particular 
drew our attention; it was diſtin- 
* and brought forward, by a 
glazing of the moſt tranſparent ice, 
which added greatly to the effect of 
an object in mow wi ea mag- 
nificent®. 5. ae 
" TEE 4: ag ores at From 


wi * TEE 7 
; 110 any perſon form, to himſelf, if it be poſſi i- 
ble, 4 view of this mountain, of which the front 
that it preſented is as large as that of Mole, which 
looks toward. Geneva; and whoſe covering of ice 
was ſo perfectly clear, that the foilage of i its plants, 
the veins of the rocks, and their various colours, 
came out with ſo. much ſplendor and brilliance, that 


ty did not inſtantly forbid the ſuppoſition. 


it might be taken for a work of art, if its immenſ- 
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ore whole. chan of erat, 
and mares were ve fe >h 


half a league, a ip 
and the — parts of this chain, 
whole points ſhut over one another, 
bo at us into continual pagan 3 
. 8 itlelf eee . 
fore us, we ſhould ſoon be at the end | 

of our journey; and when encot 
raged by this hope we had ante 
it, ſome new projection, not leſs diſ- 


Hi 33 ſeeing a torrent of 
ſnam precipitate | from à rock; fix 
bundred yards below us, was the re- 
13 four hundred yards 
boſe, en of L ofthe VIGO 


3 ade; 45 ic eric d 
Ke mos ang: difficultic e. 
1 " weighed. us end, — 86. 
; with reſpect to diſtances,” con- 
ſtantly walking over broken rocks, 
either ragged,” or cleft, or edgy, fre- 
quently apprehenſive of being cartied 
3 down along with them, or of taking 
wor . F falſe 


0 
«{ W | 


„ 


in the cleft of a roc an which i it is 
in poſhble vel to be certain of 
avoiding) and often obliged to run 
acroſs pnbderable ſpaces with the 
atmoſt expedition, to eſcape the dan- 
ger ang Avalancbes, or the falling of 
the rocks ; it was not till after a la- 
borious walk of five. hours in this 
manner, that We met our man, the | 
fervant we had engaged to attend us 
the whole journey. Our joy was re- 
ciprocal; he had been at Montan- 
. and was r u p in gy Ka 


e ae ice at * eee neon 
laſt the, hovel of Montanvert, which 
with, ur had now the merit of: the 
ſtatelieſt Cbatrau it was not how- 
ever till after three quarters of an 
—_ hour's 
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by dave neg, hat 
et vent down ; 


zee waited 1 Forth us here, 
guides: they had brought 6 us CRP the 
ry ptoviſions ; but the fight of 
this valley of ice, and the extrem 
coldneſs of the air, which he was un 
able to ſupport, determined him to 
quit the mountain, and return to 
Cbamouni. It was not without much 
concern we _ him leave us, the in- 


| jot f going to enjoy the nobleſt prof 


The guide who had attended 
uzithe hebe dy; went down at the 
ſame time; there remained then only 
a * nn ere Ke rs 14 
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without 


without mortar, Were in this two pe 
ſons anly could. ſhelter — 
| i cr. Our poople in the 
ſtretehect about the 
fire, with na other covering than the 
| ſkies, aud in ſomo meaſure bettet off 
than ourſelves, who were expoſed: to 
the piercing ſeverity of the wind, 
which forced through every crevice 
of the wall. We were frequently: 
under the neceſſity of going out to 
warm ourſalven: and in imitation of 
our guides, preſenting] fometimes one 
ſide to the fires and ſometimes the 
other; in ops manner we waited for 
a I: St} e e 
wth appeared, low; its e 
was uncertain,. becauſe the rays of the- 


ſun, which ot ne enligh- 
CAD 1 io a * 5h tened 


ght; an effect which 
by the whiteneſs of the 3 
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cache. how e ee com- 
pared with what we promiſed our- 
ſolves a ſight of! yet ſcarcely had we 
gained our feet n Fg! ice, when. 
d -by the 

clefts, that "opened quite acroſs the 
valley 
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valley.” We paſſed a Names of FOO 
utmoſt Wee and ſpirit; 
but others ſoon . 


| — ph — to fach ng 
jeQs ventured, over. boldly, .. provided 
with a ſtaff or pole of ſeven or mn 
feet only i in length; they ſprung: with 
an amazing ſtrength, agility, an nd re- 
fotution, and encouraged,” and in-, 


d ud to do the fame. Ate 


der e bi taking every men 
precaution. In ſuch caſes they ge- 
nerally placed their pole horizon tally 
under the left arm, with the longer 
Ea of ir e — 1 
8 i "ar 


n 3 
* 1 


% 
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that if they ould not have ſufficient 
are Fr reach fürther file, 


— 3 one trembles at the 
Hap⸗ 


idea only of ſuch an accident! 
pily nõ misfortune befell us, and we 
gdined the middle of the valley: our 
exerciſe ſtill: rendered us more activo, 
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5 4 chaſm: [we now ; bibs 
cauſed us infinite perplexity z- its 
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| difficulty en -. \Lurmounte ed, 
flattered ourſelves the worſt 
when all at once we were again e 
prized with mounds of broken ice. 
and chaſms, of ee we berech 
could diſcern the bottom: we dlimb- 
= ed however, not wichen great ain. 
_— culty, to the top of one of theſe con- 
= fuſed heaps, never once ſuſpecting 


| z what it led to. It looked into a void 
of a prodigious depth, which ſeemed 
{| Ys to ſever; this from all the other maſſes. 
| We ſtood motionleſs, to find the fitu-. 


ation we were in, and what haza de, 
we muſt riſque to-paſs it: never was 
preſence of mind more. neceflary. „1, 
threw our eyes in filence over all the 
objects near us; we meaſured their 
extent, remarked their ſhapes, their 
prominences, 


2 advantage” was con 
and at Tength 'by 
we diſcerned a hole; as if it had 10 
digged into the ice, * appearing HT 
ce of a mine that had 

;"and'as as we perceived an 

on the other fide, it raiſed our 

ſpirits.” There was danger ſtill, in 

rrüſtang to Io frail an arch; for ſuch a 
diſtance, which might „„ 
lighteſt ſhock, or even upon the 

hteſt noiſe, ſink in at bottöm, or 5 

break down above W we 


it, and b means of this See 
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mige 2 mor theſe brau- 
ties, we gpuld not but reflect with her- 
core at the fight of this eternal frogen 
lake, its yawning: cefts, and daf g- 
byſſes; Whilſt the mountains which 
41 envitoned us, Weis wenersbie asia 
38; Ny, i ir {gveral lifferen ſlopes, ang 
| | the varied magnificence of their forms, 
4 together with thoſe hills of rocks-and 
| 1 ice which broken off. had rolled into 
—_ 0 eng ſtruck 3 amase- 


ment. 
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of our inclinations.---It would open 
Kill new ſcenes, of more extenſive 


gain a view behind the Needles, duch 


would not only preſent Mount Blaur 
to us under a new form. and: with 


were in) the full enjoyment of our Far 
_ veriey: ———— tha 
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night upon this fro- 
lens ieh was abſolutely im- 
ble, from the want of fewel only-. 
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of ice or rocks. The ſtation of Mr. 
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ie, preciſely i in t 
ice; we ſeated on 
and having taken out our 
refreſhments, poured a ſparkling ba. 2 
tion to the honour of the Profeflor, - 
as the firſt {perſon who had reſolution . 
enough to A thus far. eee 
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end an the Glacier of Pelorins, and. the. 
Glacier i Talefre, over the valley on 

this we were upon, extending from 
thence to the Glaciers of Argentiere 
were its arms to the valleys of ice, 

in the Pays de Hallais; as thoſe again 

have ſome connection with the Gla- 8 oP 
ciers PI Cantan of SS LL | 
reſtiof. the laciers | of A 
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able of. them, are thoſe 
Mount Blanc; that hefe of vl. 


—— hers) with 


the laſt time; for it ĩs not witii tie 


beauties of this country as of others, 
| to 
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W inflantly Ae eee agent : 
Journey, re-entered the valley of A 
— , and walked a tolerable pace; 
clouds we faw approaching haf 

rene us fill more; it was not long be- 
fore they thickened, ſo that they from 

time to time entiroly hid the ſun; and 
a ſadden retuen from this gloom to h 
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their properties, and their feurcenal” 
which prov 


cies of Abſynthium, n oo 3 vor! a | 
this purpoſe he aſcer 
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moſt eee light upon the ice; coll 4 
not but endanger — placin gof 10 1 


feet! As we approached Mont vert, 


we began to ſee upon the moi 


which ſurrounded” us, ſome rerdant 


, which gave refreſhment 
in theſe places are produced 
thoſe medicinal plants, ſo valuable for 


i % 


there only, or in ſuch - 
like ſituations. My fellow traveller, y 
who is an eager Botaniſt, was very 
defirous of finding that particular ſpe- 


mountains, and had a — F 
to meet with it. There are ſeveral' 


Jenn of this plant, more or leſs 
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obliged to fe for through the ſnow. | 
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in this zxcurſion, but 'we met with 
ſeveral, goats, which: they Sid to 
paſture-in the mountains, and | graze 
there for about fix weeks; leaving 
them without a keeper, and viſiting 
them not above once in ten or twelve 
days: there are herds likewiſe of 
cows, which they leave to themſelves 
for the ſame; length of time, at the 
end of which they are driven to freſh: - 
paſtures. The herds have no other 
enemies to fear i in theſe places but 
 Tempefts. and Avalancber, or other 
ſuch; like common accidents of the 
een 4: it. is Wan, agreeable, 


9 and 


Io of "Wh e ths . — ni t NY 10 | 
ing over rocks, making their way 

over the hanging ſteeps, and Walking 
upon ridges one would hardly think 
aecaſſible :- che moſt venturcus uf 
them indeed ſometimes loſe their lives 
through their raſhneſs; but in this 
_ caſe the loſs does not fail uon the 
_ particular owner, but upon the pubs 
he; in other words, it is nie our 

amongſt the general proprietors,. and 
every owner in a herd where ſuth a 
eons e e b oo 
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1 1 this Ab in our terurm 
which we had paſſed with ſo much | 
ne, i was * to draw t 
wards 
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untai 


ridges, to avoid ſome: beds of ice, or 
fragments of rocks, that oppoſed our 


lagen and it was with infinite fa- 
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every inclination to penetrate * I 
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IANs WER; it in arb that We ex 
pet ae much fatigue, ag well as 
many hagzards, but that it is practi- 


cable to effect it, and yet avoid 2 
„ | & | conſi- 


good: time, to keep on, — 
feet, and now and then to aſcend the | 
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Fox this W . 
mend it to ſuch as have no av ; 
to a little trouble, not to get upon 
the Glacier immediately at Montan- 

vert, but to go as far as poſſible from 
this place, before they deſcend upon 


the ice; to croſs eee of the 


volley directly from thence, · and : to 
coaſt along the ee on the left 
hand, as they did upon the right be- 
fore they came down to the Glacier. 
This route, which is dae by the 
herds, and which on that account 
alone I ſhould be diſpoſed to think 
the ſafeſt; conducts the traveller at a 
diſtance from thoſe deep clefts we 


were under a * of paſling, by 
| | * 


* 


C Vb es P 


_ ably ſhortened,” and rendered at the 
tiguitig. --Tt- would be -defirable, if 


tanvert, as the 


five O clock; a good breakfaſt would 
_ renew his ſtrength; he might then 
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duch 4 Wasckavs med to the ki: — 


their guide with a ſmall bridge made 


of oſiers, which may be doubled, te 
render it ſtill more firm; by means 


of this; the paſſage may be conſider» 


ſame time ſafer, as well as leſs fa- 


poſſihle, to avoid lodging at Man- 
CO which muſt be 


endured' there, certainly weakens us; 


Lying then at Chamois, and ſetting 
out three hours before day, the tra- 


veller might get to 'Montanvert by 


deſcend upon the ice, go over the 
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again to ert _—_ bed. da va 5 
light, from tied place he may get 
doven to CBHamoumi in two hours; And 
after all, what are theſe n een 
ences and a little trouble, compared 
pleaſure ariſing 1 u fur 


ful, and where vaſtneſs and ſublimity 
reign throughout the whole. To be 
fatisfied with a ſimple view of this 
valley, as we ſee it from Montanvert, 
one muſt either entertain a very poor 
dea of the beauties of theſe places, of 
their nature, and their elegance, or * 
deſtitute of that Taſte which is requi- 
- fite to the enjoyment of them, or 
under the mortifying incapacĩty of 
5 8 5 n a wee of 
Hotfvr 14 | "Pk 
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mo ntain, and arrived at Priexre juſt 
as our third companion returned thi- 


ther, who had been to viſit the ſource 
of the Arve. Good proviſions, and 
reſt perfectly recovered us. We de- 


voted however the next day ſolely to 
visiting the ſource of the leſſer 15 . 


called the Arveron, which is fi tuated 


at the foot of the Glacier of, Montan- 


vert, and not more than a league diſ- 


tant from Pricure; ſo that it appeus 
we rather were diſpoſed to indulge 
ourſelves, like people who had ſuf- 
fered ſome We 2 
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Jo come at this collected m ifs of 
bs ice, we croſſed the Arve, and 
; travelling in a tolerable road, afſed 

Re ſome villages or harglets, * abel in- 
blabitants appeared extremely civil; 
n they invited us to go in and reſt our- | 
__ ſelves, offered us a taſte of their ho- 
ney, and apologized. for not having 

| 2 thing better to preſent u 1 


* 


1 AFTER amuſing ourſelves Tome 
time amongſt them, we reſumed our 
road, and entered a beautful wood of 
lofty firs, inhabited by ſquirrels; the 
bottom is a fine ſand, left there by 


the inun dations of the Arveron : It 
+l. is 


LE , 
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js a very agreeable walk, and exhibits 
fone extraordinary A 12s hl 
1934 all 1 "113 


7; 1 proportion as we advencuh into 
this wood, we obſerved the objects 
lly to vaniſh from our fight ; 
orprized « at this circumſta hc 1 we 


and our eyes fought 3 in vain fork Gtif: 
faction, till going out of the wood, 
the charm ceaſed. Judge of our aſ- 
toniſhment, when we ſaw before us 
an enormous maſs of ice, twenty 
times as large as the front of our ca- 
12 of St. Peter, and ſo conſtruct- 
ed, that we have only to change our 
ſituation, to make it reſemble what 
ever we pleaſe. It is a magnificent 
palace, covered over with the pureſt 

_ a majeſtic temple, ornament- 
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hard eee ald columns OF 
ſeveral ſhapes: and colo 0 FA hes 
; the pros of a fortreſs, flanked 
and baſtions to the right 
| ind: en and at bottom is a grotto, 

8 in a dome of bold con- 
ruction,. This fairy dwellings: r 

this cave * Fancy, is the ſouree of 
the Arveron, and: of the gol d which 
is: found in the Arve. And if we add 
to all this rich variety, the ringing 
tinkling ſound of water dropping 
from its ſides, with the glittering of 
the ſolar rays, whilſt tints of the-moſt 
lively green, or blue, or yellow, or 
violet, have the effect of different 
compartments, in the ſeveral diviſi- 
ons of the grotto; the whole is ſo 
amazingly delightful, ſo compleatly 
pictureſque, ſo beyond imagination 
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believe :the art of -man- has never yet 


duced, nor ever will produce, 2 
$1 di g ſo grand in its ö nſtruco⸗ 
tion, or ſo varied eber ornaments: 97 
yanfior mg ing Dur l ont 1 5 
. eee of . opt 
of this maſs, we croſſed the -river 
about four hundred yards from its 
ſource; and mounting upon the 
rocks and ice, approached the vault; 
but whilft we were attentively em- 
ployed in viewing all its parts, aſto⸗ 
niſhed at the ſportiveneſs of Fancy, 
ve caſt our eyes at one conſiderable 
member of the pile above us, which 
was unaccountably ſupported; it 
ſeemed to hold by almoſt nothing; our 
imprudence was too evident, and w 
haſt e to retreat: yet ſcarcely had 
we 
> 


PEG : 
1 1 1 —_ M 4 4 . C 4 1 2 2 
. enen EEC . MIS — -_ 
« "4 4 EE) nr —— * F * r — — — 
2 5 1 — —ꝓꝛꝑ' — — — 


132 JOURNEY TO THE © 


we ſtept back thirty (paces, [before 
broke off all at once, with a .' prodi- 
gious noiſe, | and tumbled, - N 

———— ths 
juſt: before. It was a moſt fortunate 
_ eſcape; ſince had we ſtaid an inſtant 
longer, it would certainly have cruſh- 

_—m us 100 its _ r Oat TE © 


Aus _ to: . e 
as debate, about the | cauſes: that 
produce theſe heaps of ice. But be- 
ing for the moſt part ſeated at the 
bottom of the Glaciers, (of which, if 
I may uſe the expreſſion, they ſeem 
to me to lay the firſt foundations) it 
is probable that they are formed ori- 
ginally by an overfall of ſnow, which 
being heaped rogether by degrees, 
becomes in a ſucceſſion of winters, a 
. Av Eo conſiderable 


/CTERS OF #Av6t. 133 


vit6eiiMte (mals of zee; and «ſuch 
collections are augmented, either by 
the eauſes which at firſt produced 
them, or by the continued folling 


from higher Classe. 
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Tur water of his Mende which 
runs out of this maſs,” is exce 
-and though as cold as ice itſelf, there 
is no reaſon to be afraid of dri king 
it, even when one is very hot; an 


waters, which come from i ice when 


* 


8 — we drunk at the ſource. AM 
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Wr Ask up eee bandfolle of 
aid, to ſee if we could find any gold 


in it, but there was none; it is not 
2 ee leſs certain, that there ir 
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gold, and gold of great purity too, 
carried down this ſtream: ſome. peo- 
ple of Geneva, who filled ſeveral 
bags with this ſand, returned a ſe 
cond time; but the orders ſince re · 
_ ceived upon this occaſion, have hin- 
dered any farther ſearch. The inha- 
bitants of Cbamouni are fully perſua- 
ded: they. have a mine of this metal, 
affirming. that there are indubitable 
ſigns of it, though theſe are frequent- 
ly effaced by changes, owing to the 
melting of the ſnows. They have 
alſo ſome. Marcafites, the traces of 
which, in like manner, are very ſoon 
deſtroyed; they nevertheleſs ſome- 
times diſcover them, and they. offer- 
ed us a; conſiderable mine of this 
ſtone, (or metal, which- ever it be) 
but their expectations were raiſed 
too 
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very entertaining, that notv 


4 ſtanding we had ſeen that of Fo 
ve were ſtill defirous of viſiting that 
of Boſſons, which i Is the firſt we diſ- 
cern at our entranc 
0f Cbamouni. 
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TO 


them, to obſerve a young Chamois, | 
returning from paſture with the goat 


foot of the Needles, and brought it 


up with — kerd; its horns were juſt 
3 beginning 
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me at It, we 5 
took the ſame road by which we en- : | 
_ ter'd, and paſſing by ſeveral habitations > 
of the peaſants, we ſtopt at one of 


they had taken it very young at tho 
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beginning to bud, its head was fine, 
its eyes full of fire, and every moves! 
ment witneſſed | agility: and/ſtrength.: 
Providence ſeems to have formed this 
liberty, that it is hardly poſſible to 
confine it long; when it is once ſuf . 
ficiently ſtrong; it conſtantly endea-/ 
vours to eſcape into the crags of the. 
rocks, and almoſt all the young ones 
they have taken, with a view of bring 
ing them up tame, have made their: 
eſcape, ſo ſoon as they were ſtrong: / 
enough to get away. The manner 
of taking them is ſingular; when the 
hunter has killed a female Chamois 
that ſuckles, he ſets it upon its legs 
again, as if it was ſtill living, and 
concealing: himſelf under the belly of 
the dead . waits with pati- 
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{SETTING off again, wet * the 
road acroſs ſome meadows,: and nk 
ſeyeral beds of ſtones, collected by the 

violence of the torrents; When paſs 

ſing by the Glacier, already viſited, 
ve ſoon began to mount, aſcending 
through the midſt of woods.» It was 
not till after walking a good league 
up à pretty ſteep ſlope: that We 
obtained a view of. thoſe amazing 
walls and buttreſſes; | by which the 

Glacier is ſupported. They are ſolid 

maſſes of ice, which riſe, up pens. 

dicularly, like the walls of: a: prodigin * 

ous citadel, built with ſtrong towers, 

ny ſeem to be from about three to 
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not gone im far, when a perſon agen - 
ly ealled outta us ito return as ſaſt a 
poſſible in fact, we ſawſuch a con- 

| mee of water coming dowa. 


and with ſo much i mpetuaſity that: 


we ſhould. probably have been overs: - 
whelmed by at; an accident: which 
ſometimes happens to thoſe: who are 
not unacquainted with” the paſſage; 
for the ſwelling is often ſo ſudden, 
that it doe; not give time even fo 
the croſſing its it falls again indeed 
as ſudden lj and wo paſſed it 'a fe- 
minutes · after. ( Its waters are ſo mud 
dy, as to he almoſt black The rain 
having again catched us, we were 
well foaked when wWe got to Priaurc, 
where the body of the tempeſt threa- 
tened to diſcharge-itfelf,. Theflaſhes 


of neee with the burſts and 
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rolling of the thunder, were almoſt 
without intermiſſion, and we were 
apprehenſive of ſome dreadful conſe - 
quences: The Prior and Vicar were 
at prayers in the church · porch. an 
the ſound of the bells“, mixed — 
the ſtorm and the hm > 
grand elect... 4 TALES 
2 were. he ee & 
| which we ſaw in the valley of Cha: 
mouni, and upon our route. We may 
be bold to ſay, that except Mr. De 
Sauſſure, no perſon has yet viſited ſo 
many places in this country, or ad- 
vanced ſo far into them; 1 ſhould 
Nas een N oy men ſet of 
35:1 Plates - 
. Tei is uſual in Popith Sdbwird 60 Sn the bells 
of their churches during a tempeſt, which by virtue 


of their baptiſmal conſecration, are ſupgoſed 10 have. 
a power of diſperſing i it, : 
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Plghnadefocive; „ if I omitted to 1 
a view of eee chain of the 
Needles, and of Mount Blanc, ſeen 
from the Glacier of Buet, as it is de- 
ſoribed by Mr. De Luc, the height of 
which no perſon before. him eter aſ- 
cended. Ab I purpaſe viſiting the 
mauntain of Sixr, which ſupports 
this Glacier, with an ee = T 
offering u my Defigns: from it 

public, I preſume. I ſhall 8 7 5 
fence, if in this place I premiſe Mr. 


—— 


De Luc's own intereſting, narrative of 
its eee printed in his elegant q 
work, * Recherche des Mod; fcations . 
7 dtmoſphere, . more eſpecially a8 it is 
not in the power of every ingenious 
rant to obtain a ARS of it. I at 
in e eur ie M4 e belt 


11 is much to be wiſhed this excellent work mers. 
rranflated into Engliſh. 


ES — — 0-6 
I Shall retrench as little of the: Nar«.. 
rative an paſſible; a detail of. is 1 


riments Als Ye ok þ 


eee — 0 
br its canfimtians..one.great end. ;propaed . 

Mr, De Luc at preſent, confien;his method... 
of determining tbe preg Ne upon any, Thermg- , 
meter, of whatever conſtrückion, at which: wates | 
baile; whag be nnn bundes- at banty- eren 


| During the cours of ck: paperiments you in- 5 
genious Author has obſerved, that boiling water ne- 
ver exceeds a certain c de gres of beat, under, the fps 
nn ey We ang thay jo wee. 
Seth bg 1 "ations Xt 
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11 N 1 


AIR. De Luc baving N times 
gone over that part of the ths © 
(which is neareſt to Geneva} in the 
Barony of Faucigny, had obſerved” 
many ſummits much higher than the 
Canigou, but he notwithſtanding de- 
ſpaired'of finding any that were pro- 
per for his experiments; the acceſ- 
fible parts of this portion of the chain 
being all too "low, and the- ſummits 
offering nothing to his view but 
1 's Leal the __ of obeliſks, the 
e more * 


* "Ka montain in the e G Gus, 
pon which Mr. De Lac had already made ſome ba- 


„ 


deal obſervations and experiments. 
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ore ſloping ſides of which are caſed 
with ice. But he had remarked out 
of this chain, and not ſo far from 
Geneva, a mountain whoſe ſummit, 
although” always covered with ice, 


# - 4 y 
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peared to him acceſſible. It may 
ber en from the weſtern bank of thẽ 
lake, near Geneva, between thoſe of A 
Mole. and r but n at a con- (i 


| He" abated: . to e 
himſelf” of the name of this moun- 
tain, the place where it was ſituated, - 
the road neceſſary to be taken to arrive 
at it, and whether or not it was 5 ; 
ſible; but no perſon. could be found 
that knew it, nor could he gain the 
Jeaſt intelligence with reſpect to any 


of * eee He was obliged 
"> -- * - therefore” 


1% JOURNEY Ter 


brefore at: all eyents to take a jour 
nepan ſeatch of em >ndeavour ga 
fi . it man To. bs Soo it 4 4 6 | WA * 


{+ a; 


Ma une eee to 
hig brother conſulting; with him 
which: road was: beſt to purſue, and 
engaging his: aſſiſtance· in the excurs 
ſion.: they ſet out from G eva toges: | 
ther upon the '24th of Auguſt, 17655, 
directing their route by Sr. Foir ; but 
upon their appapnc. eee 
e een of, though it Was UF: y 
this time clear, that it was neceſſary 
to- gain tho valley of Taninge, and 
thep : diſonyered it in fact at the boty 
tom of that valley, as ſoon a8 mey 
entered it; having ſtopt to examine 
it 1 * ee, —_— rec 
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end by thavvery ade oc which front- 
Hed them. 1109 * _ #3 10 i 11427 122 


& FP, 


bes 31:20:36 8-64 42 bange ASRI 
— 50 eee 0 

- occation} — 
inacxeſſible when we are far diſtunt, 


buhilft we are. 
in choſs pie were we could ee. 
ninge they ſtill/ judged ttein project 
eaſy but the nearer they approached 
he mountain, the eeper:itappeared; 
vin the mean time they had no idea bf 


the ind gof . ſtopt | 


* dem in n 5 ve bs 
- O34 153337 {131349 1195 


Ren they bepotecked! ahi ton of 
»$Swmomg, they obſeryed that the icey 


ſummit 
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ſummit of che mountain (which-was 


— the — 2 Journey) 


PE 


— 11 eee to n 3 and 


eh it 2 1 3 
Night approached; at the ſame time 


the road became more difficult; An 


they were much embarraſſed; When 
they fortunately overtook a ven t 
travelling the ſame way; he informe 
them that the village of S. was at 
the bottom of the mountain, and that | 
be was going thither himſelf. They 
followed him; and after having croſ- 


ſed by Vallon, a village ſituated in a 


delightful plain, they entered into a 


defile, which condyQed them-along 
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i {the bates of 2 Gi 1 , 
lage of err, where they 
night, after ET" m. hours. 3 

we tp is IS TEED . "1 4 wo 2 


-.... Ir, was. neceſſary. to eng 


je 3 and their guide gave theme 10 


hopes of finding any accommodation, 
_ at the Abbey, the Canons of which 
Are. Lords of the place; but the Con · 
vent was now ſhut... Emboldened 
however by neceſſity, they had the 
- good; luck to make themſelves heard, 
laid open. their diſtreſs, and wete ne- 
e with all imaginable hoſ PIO 


iS 
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x was 1187 their ſupper was prepar- 
g, theſe gentlemen had the civility 


«4 Tar 


121 ſend for ſeveral people of the pl 
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7 3 * 188 2 — 
4s * This on its te in the very mountain to 
e * were goi "og. = "$40 0 ITS 
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who. were l with the * 


nen MITT 


7 S S ES. 


ing 5 ſummit — our travellers were 
rous ing bt eie Sf der 


night takt welch i ana ah 8 
Able ee direct them. It was de | 
"tlic ther! to r 

| * 14 e 


Ar Hamlet ON ACT is 
ealled E. Grange Ager des Conmiiney s it is 
4 fring bf hut ranged in fh. ditec- 25 


| tion 6f the flope tipon the mountain, - 
unter a little rock; theſe huts con- 


5 4 — 7 * 


| fiſt only of an inclofiite "of fte 


1 

bd 

. 
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- glen or Nan pieces of deal; ee 
like tiles; the ridge of cheſe roofs i 
the ſame direction with the line 2 
th huts, which are ſo low, there is 
an dener vpright under, 2 but 
1 — nie t hobications, — peil 
of dirt come to paſs the time, an an 
interval indeed of no great length. 
whilſt the paſtures are free ſrom ſnowy. 
In fact, it would be but a ri 
trouble for them to beſtow more care 
in their conſtruction, ſince in ſpite of 
the connection. with each other, and 
the order of their arrangement, which 
contribute to ſupport them, and not- 
wilhfanding: the protection of the lit 
ed ä 80 
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next che mountain, they RE 
eruſnhed by the fall of an Avalanche; 
and this muſt equally happen, were 
they wan with H any its 
$4) 44 T's — 4 41 ps 49 
>> Pubs paſtures. ee by 
rugged p precipices, formed out of the 
ruins of the upper part of the moun- 
tain; and their eraggy flopes, with 
the roeks which command them, 
than three thouſand French feet, for 
a prodigious extent along its fide; 
almoſt all this ſteep ſurface is cover 
ed with ſnow, which is accumulated 
by the winds : when the depth of the 
ſaow-is. not-canfiderable, it gradually 
melts. away, without rolling. down-in 
ane * the winter ſeaſon 
21} between 


that the maſs could no mth be held 
up, and its parts being contracted by 
dhe long ſeverity ef che froſt, and 
rendered leſs tenacious, it tumbled all 
at once upon theſe paſtures, which 
it entirely covered, and its extremity 
reached the ſlope beyond the plain. 
Phe effect of the air, preſſed by this 
Avalanche of ſnow, was ſo terrible, 
that the hurricane occœaſioned by it 


forced itſelf a paſſage thro! a foreſt of 


| beeches andifirs, Which covered the 
ſtape andꝭ did not leave a tree ſtand- 
ing in its way; it even ſtopped the 
courſe of the Gißre, (which flows 
Jong the valley) and overturned up- 
on the oppoſite: bank, a number of 
trees and granges, much ſtronger than 

1 N thoſe, 
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thoſe, which remained cruſhed by:the 
Avalanche cons on ver Com- 


Den 4 2 4 31 * 18 32 E 2 i 14 d 
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45 yea ure to ki ty 1 ver 

rocks. over which this Avalanche 
came, it may eaſily be conceived how 
ſteep and rugged a road neceſſa- 
rily had to paſs; it muſt be diff 
cult: to ſecure their feet, where even 
the ſnow failed of a ſupport. The. 
very firſt appearance of ithieſa, rocks,: 
upon their arrival at the Granges des. 
Communes, pointed out the neceſſity 
of their placing an entire confidence 
in their new guide, ſince they were. 
n to be directed by his judg- 
ment: He joined them, and they 
now began the u e I eln tow 


” . : > oe "OE 8 14 "4 - 
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12 35 
— 4 
8 & * 


{Bop what gave them the moſt un- 
eaſineſs was, that they had entirely 
loſt ſight of that frozen ſummit, the 
object of their journey. Their guide, 
who, though an inhabitant of the 
8 mountain, had never climed thefe 


rocks, pretended it was ſtill higber; 


and that when they were once be- 
yond them, they ſhould ſoon arrive at 
the ice. Committing themſelves 


therefore to his conduct, they conti- 


nued mounting near four hours, by 
paſſages; in which they were often 
obliged: Hons themſelves up with 
their hands, and frequently to uſe 
great precaution if they wanted only 
to turn their heads to look back. 
An impatience however to diſcover 
what theſe rocks concealed, aſſiſting 
them to ſurmount every obſtacle, they 

| % 
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of. the melt frightfol- —— 7 
n. —.— them: from the forte 
2 2 10 wo RH Bethe ” "OY 
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without ſaying too much, is the very 
Y „„ eee it n even e 


Let _ — w bimtelf a Keep 
of more than three thouſand feet; en- 
r ene m ee rocks, 

* i ron hf nh. 


1 be Eads Rocks they were pon cite 
ger den Communes, and this is like wiſe covered 
with a Line of ſmaller Rocks, the higheſt of which 

Is 5 called Greneiron, or the little Grenier. \ 


* * 
1 R 5 


— with Nene und | 


there a ſcattered 


rock to rock; the lo 
could not reach them. 
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though. it appeared to them, that 
only turning the precipice on the 
arrive at it, the 
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Ir was not till the year 1770, that 
they again entertained hopes of ac- 
compliſhing their deſign, when they 
ſet out upon the 24thof Auguſt, and 


4 85 | | | arT ived 


double, warmth of vibe by-chi 
— the — 
their former journey, and they were 
eatneſt to prevent the fame diſagree - 
nente a ſecond time; but a the 
Chamois-hunters nme 
Rioged at this ſeaſon about getting in 
their harveſt, „1 
der the neceſſity of taking up with 
ſuch guides as they had before. Leav- 
ing the Abbey therefore at four the 
; mor ing, they reached the P. 2 
tures des Communes about fix, where a 
young man at the grange- belonging 
to ins Canons, an nnn to a 
with > them, and promiſed — 
them 


— 
— — 
it w —— 


2 — — o 
up the-clefts of an immerſe wall of 
ſtone, which was almoſt perpendicu- 
lar; and after infinite diffiewleies, 
mhighwectodweratet by theirihama- 
| nity to a little dog that followed them 
from the Abbey-grange; whom, in 
py to his cries; they were frequent- 
$i! *13- ly 


dred and eighty-two Engliſh yards 
above the le el of th Mediterranean, 
| they determined to reſt ſatisfied with 
ö g their experiments upon the 
mit "ef renal un. This . rock, 

4 ended! 18 — in many 
Places by large openings and fifferes, 
 Rveral of which were yet filled with 

ee, "whilſt in en it confiſts of 
$109 ; | | ragged 
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N adage — — 
return of their conductors, they fol- 
_—_ and attained: _ une 


rs Hecht 


which had. like to Pa Feng wor 
the young man, who had conducted 

them from the grange, fatigued. with. 

the labour he had undergone,, and in ; 


a fit of laughter at the befor 15 — 7 


11 eee | 
teen obliged to deſſſt, and go down again, before _ 
they had attained the ridge of N 


— — 7, 
_ > 
ws E „ 4 oY 


Galen himſelf unluckily * al bis "ns 
weight upon Mr. De Luc's foot, ho 9 
was ſtretched at his length upon the =_ 
rock; attending the fire for their expe· 1 
riments; the care of theſe prevented his ll. 
attention to the hurt for ſome time; | 
but no ſooner had he finiſhed his obſer- 9 
vations, than upon riſing up, he found = 
it t impoſſible for him to ſupport him ll. 
ſelf,” and he was ready to faint with, = 
pain: all hopes of reaching the ſum- 
mit were now wat an end; but this 1 
was the leaſt of the misfortune; it 'q 
was neceſſary to go down again: he vn 
remained ſeveral hours incapable” of - 
ſupporting the very idea of it, till ne- 'Y 
eſity-at laſt got the better of ever i 
thing." It was impoſſible 66 Eottinds) i 
where they were all night ; bad wea- * Wn 
ther might come. on the wind, the 1 
cold, the rain, the clouds, might ex- 
poſe | 

| 

| 


— 


mum —nũ «’ 


4 ** 


bimialf jr — ry 7 peg f 
tance; of his brother and one of the 
guides, (for the author uf the misfor- 
tune had 1 
down and milk Nis. Cay hd deſcendi 8 
feet, theigrazten wank — l hs 
was obliged to ſlide upon His back; 
not being capable of ſetting his foot 
q the ground. Night came on; they 
were at the moſt difficult part of the 
deſcent, and it was determined upon 
conſultation to go down no prog 
but to remain at this height, though. 

the n of whe phage Ic — 


7 + 2 ford 


1 ® + Mr. Dr. 10 - very 6. poo eee | 
our to the man s miſtaken duty to his Matter, 2 8 
man to want of 9 his * 


* 0 


' GLACIERS OF: SAVOY. 69 


ford the leaſt ſhelter; and was | ſure 
rounded on every ſide with ſnow. 
Mr. De Luc's ſpirits/ were exhauſted, 
and he had long been wiſhing his 


companions to ſtop, though he had 


not i confidence to propoſe it, from the 


fleeping fo near the clouds; but ove- 
ty limb had now been tired in its 


turn ; he was quite worn down, and 


moreover ſuffered inexpreſſible an- 


prevent their rolling down the ſtew 
ſhould they change their 1 


during ſleep, and to cover their legs, 


which were moſt ſenſible of cold; 


their proviſions. The night meit 
fortunately proved calm and fine, and 
- | "©. 


make a barrieade of fragments, to 


with the table- cloth that wrapped up 
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1 hon noon. 


ao. JOURN EY ro ru 9 
the fatigue they had undergone 


but they were awakened by the ſeve- 
rity of the cold, and there was no 
walleing to procurethemſelves warmth: 
the day was never ſo long in coming, 
and the night ſeemed never to have 

an end. They ſet out again at day. 
ere as benumbed as Marmotts, and 
it was ſome time before they could 
recover the uſe of their limbs: [hap- 


pily the repoſe he had enjoyed, con- 


ſiderably leſſened Mr. De Luc's pain, - 
the foot indeed was blown up, but 
he could ſtand upon it, and deſcend. 


ed to the Granges des Communes with 


very little aſſiſtance, where they reſt- 
ed ſome hours, and arrived at en 
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£ „ 


PU 


cured them repoſe for ſome. hours; 
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As this day happened to be a feſ- 
tival the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring villages were aſſembled to 
hear Maſs. The fight of ſtrangers 
coming | from the Mountains, and the 
Inſtruments, drawing their attention, 
they concluded they were come in 
ſearch of Mines; it was for ſome 
time to E purpoſe to explain the | 
nature of their experiments; they 
| ſmiled in anſwer to them, that they 

knew better; ſome few of the more 
intelligent however at laſt underſtood 
them, and upon their pointing to the 
Tey mountain, they now firſt learned, 
that the ſummit they had made two 
fruitleſs expeditions i in ſearch of, was 
the Glacier of Buet; the ſame per- 
ſons likewiſe mentioned the hunters 
who were capable of conducting them 
DO to 
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to it, and in about a month after, 
they had the ſatisfaction of meeting 
with one who had been at the foot 
of this very Glacier in portant LE a 
ee Chamols. 1155 . 


Tur route ich: they. wall i 2 
laſt was by Granges des Fond, a 

hamlet ſituated at the bottom of * 
frightful precipice from whoſe height 
in their firſt journey they had ſur- 

veyed. the Rocks above the paſtures 
des Communes. Setting out then from 
the abbey of Sixt at two o'clock. in 
the afternoon, they aſcended all the 
way through roads which gradually 
prepared them for the grandeſt, the 
wildeſt, and the moſt romantic pro- 
ſpect that can be imagined, without 
the leaſt mixture aer barg to diſturb 
| 7 the 
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he contemplation of its various beau- 
ties. The eye was never fatisfied 
with looking at the different views 
which offered in their route; the 
path they followed was acroſs the 
middle of the hill, through a narrow 
valley ſhadowed upon either ſide with 
foreſts of firs and beach trees; whoſe 
dark maſſes, ſeparated here and there 
"rocks, and paſtures glittering in 
the ſun, formed a moſt agreable 
oppoſition to each other, whilſt dif- 
ferent ſheets of water pouring from 
the Heights of the mountain, collec- 
tei in a torrent at the bottom of the 
valley, now and then appeared, but 
was more frequently concealed by 
interwoven boughs, and foliage pro- 
jecting over on each fide, or by the 
rocks under which it is precipitated, 
„ and 
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and theſe. pictureſque views were 
continually varied, from the. wind- 15 
ing contour of the Vier which 
* followed. 5 


Tax ſoil of Fonds: 1s 1 52 a 
e horizontally towards the rocks 
which well nigh environ it, but falls 
away with a ſudden flope on the ſide of 
the valley, by which it is approached; 1 
And this hanging ſteep as we aſcend, 
like the curtain of a fortified town, 
hides the place entirely. Within a 
few paces of the top of this rampart, 
we perceive nothing; but after taking 
four or five ſteps more, the view. en- 
larges all at once, and opens into the 
moſt ſuperb amphitheater, diſcover- 
ing all thoſe beautiful paſtures which 
are ſurrounded by it. T he air was 


r 


clear 
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[787 when Mr. De Luc and his 
brother gained this delightful plain; 
it Was about half an hour after four 


o'clock; and the fun ſtill enlightened 


one part of the romantic ſolitude. 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the emoti- 
ons which they felt at this view; 
they could not ceaſe admiring It, 
with mutual acclamations, and re- 
peated recognitions of its beauties, 


They were here a thouſand eight 


hundred and fixty fix French feet 
above the abbey; and four thouſand 


two hundred and thirty fix below the 


ſummit. of Grenairon, which com- 


mands one fide of this amphitheater, . 


"whilſt the oppoſite fide is crowned 
by the Glacier of Buet, which is 
elevated upwards of a thouſand feet 


- Higher ſtill. The eye takes in the 


"n „„ whol. 
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whole of this extent, nor could any 
opening of this ſweeping girdle be 
diſcerned, except aboye the tops of ; 
of thoſe declining woods e bs 


"i they had aſcenfled., na 


Tur remainder of the Fr was ; em- * . 
ployed. in walking over, and contem- 


| plating this beautiful retirement; en- 


quiring of their guide of all thoſe ex- 
traordinary objects which preſented 
themſelves around them; above all, 


the hiſtory of the people inhabiting . 
theſe mountains intereſted them ex- f 
tremely: it is a corner of the world | 


but little known, though well work : 


the enquiries of a philoſopher, |. 


may here diſcern the real wants. * 
man, the ſum of all his neceſſary 


cares, and how much the force of 


1215 pe habit 
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of habit is capable of effectin g; but 
above all, how ſweet that calm re- 
poſe of mind, when the foul is in 
the hands of nature only; unanxious 
about idle ſpeculations, and remov- 

ed from the ſollicitudes of artful life, 
they tread that ſtrait and even path 
which ſhe herfelf has pointed out to 
them, beyond the labyrinths of ſoci- 
ee and SoRdured hy. its s Corp 


tene people 8 their troubles 
it is true, becauſe they are men, but 
they neither anticipate them by reſt- 
leſs defires, nor aggravate them by 
reflectlon; | they bope, becauſe they : 
expect every thing from the Author 
of Nature; and a ſteady firmneſs. | 


reſignation (that fabourd effort "of 8 
ſtoic Philoſophy) i is TER the natura 
ales! Abs OY 
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effect of their Belief; a full purſua - 
ſion, that the evils they experience, 
are diſpenſed to them, by the very 
ſame hand, which bountifully diſ- 
penſes every bleſfſing. 


Notwithſtanding the rocks of this country appear 
to be abſolutely ſteep and inacceſſible, an attentive 
ſurvey of them will diſcover a number of projections, 

which nature who neglects nothing, has covered with 
verdure; and no ſooner is the ſnow melted, than 
theſe mountaineers who are acquainted with the paſſages 
that lead to them, conduct thither their flocks, with 
the lambs that have been dropt during the winter. 
Each pariſh has a mark to know their own, and they 
leave them there in common; the feed is much 
higher flavoured than in the vallies, and the ſheep 
continue upon theſe ledges of - paſture, till they are 
covered with ſnow, when they return of their own 
accord to their reſpective hamlets. . They count but 
little of the lambs; that were not. fallen before the 
flocks were driven into theſe places, not that they 
have any thing to fear from bears and wolves, againſt 
which the precipices are a ſufficient protection; but 
precipices are no protection to theſe animals againſt 
the Eagles, of which there are very large ones 
amongſt the rocks; Mr. De Luc faw ſome the next 
day, hovering and watching for the-Marmots;' and 
the guide aſſured him he had found a feather of the 
black eagle two fect and a half in length. 
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Tux coldneſs of the Evening hav- 
ing obliged theſe gentlemen to re- 
tire, they took poſſeſſion of a ca- 
bin which its owners had not come 
to occupy, what a lodging for the 
natives of a city! It was rather a 
Cage than a houſe, conſiſting of the 


bodies of fir trees rough and unhewn, 
placed horizontally acroſs each other 


"ot - right angles, and covered with 
flat pieces of the lame wood; theſe 
huts are in general not more than five 
feet high, to the tap of the roof; 
ſo that it is impoſſible to, ſtand up- 
"right i in them ; ; the intervals, between 
the trunks of the firs let in a ſuſſi- 
"cient quantity of light, and it is by 
" theſe openings and by thoſe of the 
roof, that the ſmoke eſcapes when 


5 make a fire. The door of theſe 
cabins 
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cabins is never lock'd, th ugh” Me” | 
furniture of them is not ese and 
our travellers found here the ſeats, the 2 
table, and the couch of the owners: 
they lighted a fire, ſupped, and pre- 
pared their bed, which was of boards 
roughly hewn, fixed up near the roof 


W $- * £ % 


and covered with dried leaves; | ſome 
practice is required to get into it, 
and the lodger ought by no means Oe. 
walk: 1 in his Keep, 105 Ty 


reit they went to reſt they 
Ae the Barometer; it was fal- 
len ſince their arrival; ſo that not- 
withſtanding the ſæy was yet clear, 
they were not without uneaſy appre- 
henſions about the weather. They 
could have ſlept here with leſs incon- 


venience from the cold, than they had 
bi reaſon 


\ 
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teaſon to imagine, but were moſt 
wretchedly tormented with fleas, 
which though undoubtedly they did 
not ſpare their friend the mountaineer 


appeared to give no fort of interruption 
to the ſoundneſs of his repoſe. They 


cloſed their: eyes however about mid- 


| night, but were preſently awakened 


by the pattering of a heavy ſhower 
upon their roof; the thunder ſoon was 


heard to. roll amongſt, the rocks, the 


winds blew hollow; and the fall of 
rain, increaſed the pouring and daſh- 
ing of Caſcades; in ſhort the lowing 
of the cattle, with the piercing 
ſcreams of women calling up their 
ſtraggling cows, whoſe voices were. 


re-echoed from the mountains, all 
* formed ſuch a confuſed, dif 
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= noiſe, as by no means tended t to 
eee their an 0 


88 ” 
"oy 5 : 
2 - 


" Tazy could lie no 11 ; "they got 
4 1p. re- kindled their fire, and ſat 
down before it, eagerly wiſhing for : 
the approach of morning. The Ba- 
rometer was ill falling; but when . 


day appeared the rain * Was over; 
the 


It may give the elder an (en ebe covering 
of theſe paſtures, that notwithſtanding the vaſt quan- 
| tity of rain which fell, ſome peaſants. who continued 
all night upon the mountain, to attend a ſick cow, 
had been abſolutely ſheltered from it under the ſpread- 
ing branches of a large fir tree; they kindled a fire 
at its foot during the tempeſt, and laid them down to 
leep with the utmoſt trauquility,; it was not long be- 
fore their fire reach'd the trunk, and they gave them- 
ſelves as uſual no trouble in extinguiſhing it. Not far 
_ diſtant from this place, there ſtood another moſt mag · 

- Nificent fir, of about twelve feet in girt, under which 
Me De Luc and his brotber happened to take ſhelter 
the following aſternoon; the former ill requited tree 
continued burning, but was undermined on that fide 
next the ſteep, when aſter boiling the water at it for 
their experiments, they roll'd it flaming down'the 
355 ee A mountaineer makes no ſort of 'ceremo- 
burning down a tree to warm himſelf, and in 


theke ſituations there | is 1 * of the fires be- 
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the ſky was not entirely covered, 
yet the wind blew ſtrong at South, 
and drove ſome heavy clouds above 
their hea ds, whilſt others riſing 
from the valley, rolled along to the 
foot of the rocks, and ſometimes fil- 
led the area of the paſtures. 


I this ſtate of the weather it was 
impracticable to aſcend the Glacier; 


ing communicated from one to another. As theſe 
gentlemen were looking out of their hut the next 
night, they were entertained with the ſudden appear- 
.ance of a bright ſparkling flame, riſmg up uon a 
neighbouring eminence, in the form of a pyramid: it 
was an old fir tree ſet on fire upon a like occafion, 
Whoſe pendant ragged moſs, and withered branches, 
were inſtantly in a blaze. It muſt have been a fine ob- 
jerct by itſelf, amidſt the darkneſs ; but tie gleam of 
| grow light: it threw upon the overhanging rocks a. 
bove, and upon the tops of woods below it, the parti 
al diftant gleams upon the cattle, with the glittering 
of caſcades, give us an idea of the ſweeteſt ſolemn _ 
night - piece in nature; and might furniſh a companion 
to that bright expanded moon: light at the concluſion 
of the eight book of the Iliac. On: 
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and to go back to Serr would be lo- 
ſing the whole day, ſhould it after- 


wards . fine. It cleared up about 
noon, yet continuing ſtill to rain at 


intervals, they reſolved to paſs ano- 
ther night upon the mountain; but 
this too proving ſtormy, and the Ba- 
rometer not riſing, they went down 
again to the abbey with chagrin. The 
next morning their friends prevailed 
with them to ſtay yet one night lon- 
ger; they engaged it would be fair, 
and never was the barometer ſo little 
conſulted; it roſe however in the af- 
ternoon of the day ſollowing, and the 
ſame evenin g my re turned to NO 


Tux ſcarcely Dept a wink al 
Bs the pleaſure of looking at the 
ſtars which promiſed a fine day, kept 
FE TA, 
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them waking, and often times allured 
them out of the hut. They could not 
wait for the morning to begin their 
J urney ; it delayed their ſatisfactions 
too long, and they haſtened to aſcend 
the mountain, with that ' pleaſure 
which is always doubly reliſhed after 
difficulties. Propoſing to make ſeveral 
different experiments, at a conſide- 
rable height before they reached the 
ſummit of the mountain, the Plain 
de Lechaud (where they arrived at ſe- 
ven o'clock,) was the place appointed 
for theſe obſervations. It is a beau- 
tiful paſture, abandoned wholly to the 
Chamois, from the impoſſibility of 
getting up either cows or ſheep, be- 
fides that this part of the mountain 
being far above the N it would 


” ; s 


cure weed to bn. M 49: reins 


hs? ſaves: had: chin 8 this 
n than they ſaw three of its 
native Burghers, who had nothing 
to fear from them, their guide be- 


ing 3 with his gun, a 
ir- | 


* "The Chamois-hunters g gun is ; of a very eculiit 
conſtruction, it.confiſts of a fingle 'rifled barrel with 
two Jocks one before the other, and receives two 
charges of powder and ball at the ſame time, the bul- 
kt of the tirſt charge being either ſcrewed down, 
or rammed fo tight, as to ſervefor a breech-pin to the 
ſecond charge, and prevent the communication of the 

fire to it, upon pulling down the cock neareft the 
muzzle. The difficulty of purſuing theſe animals 
over the heights of the mountains render it neceſſary | 
to have the piece as light as poſſible, confiſtent with 
the advantage of a double charge. 

The Chamois ſeems to hold a middle Wen be- 
tween the goat and the deer; and to exceed in 
firength and agility together, almoſt any other animal 
of its ſize: it is aſtoniſhing to ſee with what ſwifineſs 
they bound along the ſteepeſt ſlopes upon the edge 
of precipices, to eſcape purſuit; but its fwiſt- 
neſs is its chief ſecurity, for there are but 
few places, over which the Chamois is capable 


by the + rather heig | 
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teleſcope; and Having gained a ſuperior eminence 
run oe the moſt elevate paſtures witly thei glaſs to 
fink the game, whieh-they eudenvour to come upon 
ares, but the leaſt noĩſe is ſufficient to give the 
ait an alarm, when it fees with's prodigiousfwift 
_ th Am and addreſs of the hunter is tilem flown 


creature under the neceſſity either of leaping down 2 
| precipfce,” or of preſenting rely t trembling before 
him: it ſometimes indeed in ſuch 4 ſtußtion turns 
ſhort on a ſudden, and endeavours to dart paſt him, 
in which caſe the hunter himſelf is in no little danger 
of being precipitated down the ſleep, if he Bas not 
time to flip afide or cling clofe to the rodk, But if 
the Chamois remaink in fight of the hunter but one 
moment aſter it has paſſed him, its reſolution does 
nor ſave its life. | 1 | 


. 


aftance which hers 


of got ae Hole 
Jowin g. Thefe hunters always carry with them a pocket 
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with which their guide was often 

entertaining them, had ſtrongly 
moved their pity. and compaſſion. 
After having reſted no more than 
three quarters of an hour, in the 
higheſt part of this paſture, they 
again continued their walk. The 

road was always entertaining from 
the variety of its plants, its ſoil, and 
its proſpects; though in all theſe, 
there was nothing perfectly new to 
them: but after having left the Plain 
de Lecbhaud, a very little way behind, 
a number of circumſtances conſpired” 
at the ſame time, to excite the moſt 
nn ſenſations. J I ts 


The ſun now io upon them in 
all its ſplendor; the air was calm, 
"_ of a ſerenity unknown below 
upon 
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upon the plain; they advanced ſo 
ſenſibly, as to perceive. the effect 
of every ſtep upon the ſurrounding 
objects: having climbed an eminence 
which ſtood wholly by itſelf, the 
'neareſt objects ſeemed to ſink under 
their feet, and they were continually 
diſcovering new ones, ſcene behind 
ſcene, in almoſt endleſs perſpective; 

whilſt a mixture of the ſtrongeſt 
brighteſt lights, with large maſſes 
of ſhade which were ſoftened here 
and there, by the interpoſal of a 
thin light vapour, wonderfully ſepa- 
rated every part of this changeable 
| Fe picture. +. n had 


1 1 f " gour 


ep! OM the fi was now but very i nile elevated 
above the Horizon, the long extenſion of the ſhadous 
undoubtedly contributed beyond every other advan- 
3 to 00m _ Tres: in this 19 1 2 pro- 


e N 
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now been walking mere than theoe W 
m r a Wie be 09-7 mm 


| ot pt ak in Dir. Bourdi's 1 9 9 3 
Needles, the ſhadows muſt have been, comparatively 
ſhort; the fir being then nor far from. the Meridian, 
anti the; Ain ar oh farce timi php from 
the lent hazineſs. See page 959 * 
It has long been obſerved, that it is | impoſtitle to 
paint the brighmeſs of Noon, from an imperfection 
in tiiu ebſdurs off the pallet; bus beſides this deſect in 
the materials of imitation, nature herſelf with all chat 
glare about her, is not ſo, well underſtood; we are 
deceived in diftances, becauſe | every thing is brought 
fbrwatd, atidicroudb-upors the exe; ant dus wi fee 
things ſegarate which ave joined, or connectrti which 
really are ſeparate ; ; it ĩs a principle therefore i in copy- 
ing nature that a proſpect over a large tract of coun- 
try; eſpeclulli from an extraordinary eminence, can 
never have a good effect, though taken with the 
utmoft exactneſs, when the ſun is high. The ſhadows 
of objects may be as broad, and even. ſometimes 
broader at noon, than either in the morning on even- 
ing, but the ſhadows at this time being ſhort, con, 
the effects almoſt to their reſpective particulars 
whereas a length as well : as breadth of ſhadow, ſepa- 


| muh0anding 0 ihr it was 
owing to the ſatisfaction of at 
their end, and in ſo favonrable a n mo- 
ment, or the pleaſure of extending 
their proſpect every inſtant; or to a 
phyſical effect of the purity of the 
air they breathed, or all together, 
they felt ſuch an ardour in the at- 
tempt as nothing could reſtrain. 
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bey enjoyed for two hours, this 
ſenſible ſuooeſſen fan” mew objects 
without any other inconvenience 
than that of walking up an exceed- 
ing ſteep ſlope ; which was nothing 
to their ſpirits and reſolution. But 
_ 3 their 


rates the groups better, and ſtretches acroſs the piece 
ſo as to diſtinguiſh and EY off the ſeveral different 
f G rounds. 
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their fituation was ſoon” 2 anged; 
unforeſeen difficulties occurred, and 

the raviſhing delight they ſo unex- 

| | DN enjoyed, was to be am 
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CONCLUSION, 


os the nene to the Gather 2 By VET. 


brother, had aſcended by the 
South fide of the mountain, either up- 
on a ſteep Down, or over ſlooping 

ridges of ſmall ſtones ſtrewed with 

thoſe minute plants which g row for 
the moſt part, only upon ſuch eminen- 
ces. This front not being very broad, 
they could diſcover to the Weſt, the 


whole ſpace between them, and the 


Jura; and to the Eaſt one part of the 
chain of the Alps, whoſe pikes roſe 


Page into view, in Peper ier as - 


. , our 


* Hus far Mr. De Luc and his | 
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our travellers advanced in height; 
but turning now towards the weſtern 
front, upon which the mountain is 
much more extenſive, it entirely bar- 
red from them the proſpect on the 
fide of the Alps, and they were ſo 
much employed upon the road itſelf, 
as never once to think 4 e * 
hind chem. 


Tazy ſoon began to approach the: 
ſnow, and after that the ice at the 
foot of the Glacier of Buet; which is 
faid to take up the whole ſummit of 
this mountain. It was at this time 
covered with ſnow; that which hed 
fallen in the preceding winter not 
having been entirely melted, during 
the ſucceeding ſummer; and there 
were ſtill ſome remains of the new. 


The 
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The ſarface of this ſnow was very 
Hard, as it had frozen all the pre- 
ceding night, and the Sun had not 

yet ſhined upon it. They had fore- 
Teen the difficulty arifing from this 
eitcumſtanee, and to guard againft 
it, were provided with thick wool- 


len focks ® to put over their ſhoes, 
by means of which, and their ſtaves 


pointed with iron, they preſumed'ir 


Un to e 1 Nude e VE: 


curity. 


Tuls invention was applauded for 


ſome time, and they aſcended firmly, 


but it became at laſt ſo extremely 


ſteep, chat all at onee their feet ſlip- 


e E 5 A 


i. 


* » They has before e ee the i inconvenience 
of cramps faſtened to the ſhoes, which were * . 


turn upon the foot, and deccive them. 


without fliding, up a very riſing lope: 


r 
WY LES K 


196 JOURNEY 10 THE 


ped from under them, and withbie 
the aſſiſtance of the pointed ſtaff, 
which forced itſelf into the cruſt of 
ice, and kept them up, they inevi- 
tably muſt have been precipitated 
headlon g, to the Granges des Fonds. 
The ſpace they had to paſs upon the 
ſnow, in the front of this precipice, 
was in fact of a conſiderable width, 

and as the ſlope of the declivity, be- 
came ſucceſſively leſs ſteep, there 
was no ſort of danger in it, with a 
very little preſence of mind. 


_  NoTwiTHSTANDING this, they 
could not have been able even now, 
to reach the ſummit, without their 
guide, their ſhoes being abſolutely 
improper for ſuch an undertaking; 
whereas the Mountaineer, with ſoles 
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"of a prodigious thickneſs; os at 
the ſame time filled with nails, drove 
the ſides of his ſhoes into the ſnow 
every ſtep he ſet, as he went up. 
aſlant, and theſe impreſſions _ upon 
the frozen cruſt which, ſecured his 

9 own feet, formed a kind of ſtairs, by 
which our Travellers with the ſap- 

port 'of their ſtaves were enabled to 

follow him. But this circumftatice 
which anſwered very well as. they al- 
cended, would have been of no ſer- 
vice to them in coming down. again, 
and they dared not to have run the 
hazard of proceeding, if they had not 
been fully perſuaded that the ſun in 
turning to the weſtward, would fof- 
ten the ſurface of the ſnow, upon that 
fide of the mountain: ſatisfied by this 
refledtion, that we. could deſcend 
again 
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again with ſafety, their x minds were. 
perfectly at eaſe, and they gave ther- 
ſelves entirely up to thoſe ſenſations 
which the nature of the Place: ind. 
preſſed upon them. a 


: It is hardly poſſible for ade" in 
any degree to explain what they felt, 
much leſs to excite emotions equal 
to their feelings, and it would be 
folly to preſume they could convey 
preciſe ideas of them to the Reader: 
Not a ſound was heard to interrupt 
the univerſal] filence--No reaſouing 
was required, to prove theſe heights 
were never made to be inbabited. 
Their guide was equally a ſtranger to 
them with our travellers; the Cha- 
mois never come there; and of con- 
e no Hunter ever climed ſo 
| | high. 
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High. - They are not however abſo- 
Javely deftittte of life, as numbers 
of thoſe Title flies the Nattraliſts call 
 Tipulas, were feerr, and forme few bees; 
| but the latter antmials-were now dead; 
theſe flying about the neighbour- 
ing rocks, to regale upon the flowers 
of Genepi, are frequently furpri- 
ſed by ſtorms, which hurrying them 
ap the Glacie ms yr Funde al- 
_ rangi LE 
— ae upom chis pro- 
found fo Ti tude, ate im che nomber of | 


| cried bet hes e cal 

convey a full idea of their ſttuation. 
They found them felves upon an im- 
menſe extent of polithed fnow, the 
51 25 and whitenets of nn. was 


Nd 
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no where ſullied. The rays of the 
fun which now began to ſhine-upon - 
it, reflected from the ſnow directly 
oppoſite, gave them an opportunity 
of ſeeing how. its, poliſh. was in part 
* brought on, and this gradual diſſolu- 
tion of its ſurface muſt extend it An : 
 ſucceflion to the whole. 1A ole earns + 
"They, * no 3 4 ow 8 | 
Heavens and this ſnow ;- the latter. of ; 
which was rounded off in ſuch de- 
lightſul eaſy ſwelling volumes where 
they met each other, as perfectly to 
reſemble thoſe fleecy ſilver clouds, 
ſupported i in a ſerene ſky, whoſe ma- 
jeſtic precipices the imagination wan=. | 
ders over with ſo. much pleaſure; 
their ſituation here appeared to them 
the ſame, as the ideas it excited were 
1 h entirely 
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entirely bmi! 1 They ſeemed ſuſ- 
pended in the air, upon one of thoſe 
majeſtic clouds; and what air! never 

had they till then, beheld it of ſuch: a 
_ colour; it was of a lively, yet at the 
ſame time a deep blue, producing a 
kind of ſenſation of Immenſity, it is 
impoſſible to explain. This deep full 
colour of the ſky, was doubtleſs ow- 
ing to the extraordinary purity of the 
that medium of vapours, (in compa- 
riſon of their denſity upon the plains) 
which interpoſed between their eyes 
and the obſcurity and darkneſs of in- 
finite ſpace. At the lower part of 
our atmoſphere, the colour of the air, 
is al ways rendered more or leſs faint, 
from the great quantity of vapours 
. in 80 though they certainly 


con- 
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contribwte to diſperſe the light, 
more advantage. The ſky in genere 
appears to us of 4 very pale blue : 

becomes deeper fometinies as fh 
is clearer; bat it never even ape 
proaches to that lively, ſerong, full 
prove "by whieh dels e geatlemew 
17 ' Wis” Rory 16699; hatin A 
Avec at length the ſummit of the 

Glacier, and debe We at Appeal 
which had 165% ebreellöd net 
the eaſtern part of che horizon, 
inſtantly diſcovered the immenſe chav 
of the Abr, to an extent off at leaſt 
fifty leagues; towards whatever point 
they turned their eyes, the Horizon 
Was * with mountains Phe 
2 e boundary 


* 
4 
. 


job 
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bounda 9 their 1 to Fi Welt 
Was certainly nothing, but the thick-: 
neſs, of the air itſelf; for they were 
ſo mueh raiſed above the chain ö 
Jura at thirteen or fourteen leagues 

5 diſtance as to have diſcerned the 
plains of F ranche-Compte and of Bur- 
gundy beyond it, if the air had; een 

ſufficiently clear. Their proſpect to 5 
Mount Cenis, and upon the North- 
Eaſt probably to Se. Got hard: in ſhort iN 
they. commanded in a manner at ne x | 
view, all the ſtreights of the Alps, f, 1 
whoſe pikes there were but few which = 
raidedlitheir paints above them. A =_ 


BY 


* „ all this. vaſt extent of « coun- 
try, covered with Mountains upon 
Mountains, : they could perceive no» 
glain, but i in a little corner to: the 
POR i. Wet 
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the Wet, in tlie middle of aþlrtebi 


vers the Alps, would amply 
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ſtands Gencwa: to the South-Eafty 
they canld difcern almoſt fem oh 


end to che other that large valley, 


thro" which the Rhone paſſes, from 

its fouree,' as far as Sian, the capital of 
Valllais, 9 diſt from the place here 
d, about ten un er all the 
reſt of the proſpect, was  rouph with: 
mountains, every part of which, and 
much mote the whole together, might 

Have excited the admiration of the 
moſt indifferent perſon: One fingle 
caſt of the eye, over that immenſe 
quantity of ice and ſhow, which o- 
a ſpectator, about the continual flow 
of the Rhone, the Rhine, the Po, and 
the Dahube: it is here theſe tivers 
have their teſervoir, and it e might fur- 


fer 
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fice for many years of drought: they 
compared (for there wanted no. cal- 
culation) theſe ſtreams with their 
of that extent, which they diſcover 
ed, appeared but as a little brook, up- 
an arcount of its diſtance; and yet 
an equal diſtance, did not leſſen their 
immenſe idea of the Maſg of ice, 
fram which it flowed. Nearer and 
not more than a league from this 
mountain, they diſcern d the ſaurecs 
Arve, which unites itſelf to 
. Rhone below Geneva. Theſe. 
ſtreams appeared to them no more 
than fender threads of water, when 
compared to the valleys loaded with 
ice, from whence they flow. Mount 
Blanc, which raiſes itſelf amidſt thoſe 
erh alone ſeem'd copathe of für- 
; G2 et 3 
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ae for a long time the Louis of 
a river; ſo much was it loaded with 
Ice, the whole of that amazing ex- 
tent, from its ſummit * down to the 
very baſe. in CAT Po 

Tuats Gde of ke Miri die 
a bt ſenſible image of winter; it 
recalled all the ideas, which voyagers 
have given us of Spitzberg and No- 
va Zembla: in a word it preſented” 
to their eyes, nothing but enormous 
heaps of ice terminating in bare fro- 
zen pikes or obeliſks, from three to 
four thouſand feet in height; whilſt 
the reſt of the mountains, every where 


i a variety of e gert. $69: 
| _ cording. , 


* T ho 3 3 has its : height is four rg 
found fix hundred and eighty R Englifh 1 
abaye the lake of Gene vs. 
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gording to their different foils, ifs 
at the very feet of theſe miſhapen 


Alter having ſome _ carried them 
attention. to every object round them; 
it returned with ſtrength upon them- 

ſelyes, when they found that they were- 
ſtanding only upon a maſs of con gealed 
inow, . which jutted over a moſt fri ght- 

ful x precipice: The firſt effect of this 

diſeovery, Was a precipitate retreat; 
but ſoon reflecting that the addition of 
their weight to this prodigious frozen 
maſs, which had been ſupported thus 

for ages, could have no effect to bring 0 

it down, they laid aſide their fears, 

5 and went again upon that horrid ter- 

race. The mountain was as ſteep on 
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this fide as upon the ſide of Fonds, and 
the projection of the ice carried them 
'fo far over the precipice, that if a 
cord had been let down from the point 
where they ſtood, it would have ta- 
ken upwards of a hundred and ſeven- 
ty engliſh yards, to approach the 
neareſt of thoſe pikes with Which this 
fide of the mountain is jagged; and 
the fight would have met with 10 in- 
terruption, till it reached the valley 
Whoſe depth was probably not en 
than ſeventeen Kundred' 4 below 
theſe pikes. 921 e e 
Tur Leg of ies inthofs to ptts they. 
were capable of examining; which 
hung far below them, was at the Kat 
full ſixty feet in thickneſs; and bor= 


dered with mote or 10 . all 
1 
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| thatifide of the ſummit of the moun- 
tain, the whole front of which like< 
wiſe for a * conſiderable extent 
i dag We f Ew 
Ade e . inliabitants 
of the plain!--They teflected upon it 
with a mixture of aſtoniſhment and 
horror, and held eachother by their 
# s as they advanced to l be- 
vend che precipiee. Each of theſe 
_ Gentlemeh perfect ly at eaſe for him 
ſelf, wanted that ſecurity for the ſaety 
of his brother. Either would have 
tremhled at the leaſt ep, he faw his 
eempanien take without him-Cand 
this mutual app rehenſion, made then 
both retire from tlie brink of the 
eee [loner than either or them 


GAE 2 * would 
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have th. vght of «doing; ity had? the. 


been alone: ban ME Wee 08 BEL 


THY 3E9- DEGLI 
jg we were never ai Sh of con- 
fidering that aſtoniſhing. mountain 


Mount Blanc, at the diſtance of about 
_ - three leagues; the eruſt of ice which, 


entirely covers it, from its baſe in the 
valley of Chamouni, to its ſummit, 
reſembles in ſome, places a tempeſtu- 
ous ſea; in others one may fancy the 
remains of antique towers, and caſtles, 
ſplit and mouldering into ruins; i in ; 
others, it projects beyond the points 5 
and ſides of pikes and precipices, 
where a tolerable judgment may be 
| formed of 2348) amazing thickneſs, | 
which appeared. to be not a en : 
from. five to fix hundred feet. ** 
* 1 eee R 
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Havi made two experiments 
upon the ſummit of the Glacier of 
Buet, where they couldcontin.ue on- 
ly three duafters of an hour, they 
went down again to make another, 
near ſome little rocks, from whence. 
as they aſcended they, had. broken ſe- 
veral flakes of late, of which the 
height of this mountain ſeems to he 
compoſed. They found: i in the cracks 
of theſe, rocks, ſeveral, collections of 
Darts of fin gular: forms; and 4 ſmall ; 
bed, Or -Matr ix, of very, pure rock 
chryſtal;, P They judged from the po- 
ſition of theſe rocks, about two hun- : 
dred feet below the higheſt, elevation : 
of the ice, "that they, were part of the 
true ſum! mit of the mountain, and that ; 
all, which role above them, was, only 
Al maſs of en ſnow. 1 in the form of . 
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truncated cone, two hundred feet in 
Altitude whoſe broad baſe ſeated pom 
an itrimenſe extent of permanent ice, 
: Evvers ele nem 1 "the © m. 


e 1 
J 


Tuxv call this ice permanent, not 
betauſe they apprehend the very ſame 
ice always remains there, for beſides 
the conſiderable quantity that i is melt- 
ed by the heat of the ſummer, there 
is à continual diſſolution of it below, 
even in the very depth of Winter, } 
which is produced probably by the in- 
terial heat of the earth; but they ſtyle 
it petmanent on account of its being 
' Tenewed every year by the ice fron 
Above, and it even increaſes as much 
In thickneſs as it does in extent. The 
melting underneath not being at all 


times 


Kitnes equilly perperformed, over th 
"Whoſe of the inferior ſurface, it muſt 
ſometimes happen, that a large parxuf 
this (mils wanting the fuppott of che 
Te? breaks and tumbles all at 6fies; 
And it is to this finki ing in, wy with” the 
efibttnous' weight above, that they a 
tribute thoſe openings fo prodię 
their depth, their width, and War 
extent, which we ſee upon ſome Gla- 
tiers, and which are mate with fuch 
u Horrid' thundering craffi _—_— 
ſettle den it to in e Vituities.” 
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creuſe of aff he Glaciers of "the Alps: 


their preſent exiſtente is is a proof 


khat in preceding ages the quantity of 
mow which fell during the Winters, 
auch exceeded the quantity! melted 

in 
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in the ſummers: and not only the 
ſame cauſe ſubſiſts, but more- over, 
the exceſs of cold occaſioned by. thoſe 
Heaps of ice already formed, will con- 
tribute to increaſe it more, the conſer 
quence of which muſt be a greater fall 
of ſnow ſtill, during the ſucceeding 
LE and 2 leſs Agenten. of it. 
115 wes; eh l 
'T: | r . 4 ** ſenſible, ele 
fect of this laſt cauſe in comparing the i 
mountain of the Glacier of Buet, 
with that of Grenairon; this latter 
offers on the ſide of Fonds, a face of 
the ſame form, and equally ex oſed n 
as the eaſtern ſide of the mountain of | 
the Glacier of Buet: but that of Cre. 
nairon is entirely without ice, and 
even clothed with verdure upon the 


5 jutting parts of i it, e the other, 
ts 


is almoſt wholly covered with ice; 


the reaſon of which appears to be, 


that Buet is immediately fronting the 
Glaciers of Chamouni, and Mount 
Blanc, and that Grenairon, is defend= 
ed from their influence. There can be 
no doubt then, but that as the dee 
have continued to increaſe, they muſt 
ſtill go on, in an increaſing progreſſion, 
and that conſequently Mount Blanc, 
which may be called a diſtinct Glacier, 


muſt pin POSH _ 


They were very cal and ebe 
table, near thoſe little rocks to which ' 
they had deſcended, where there was 
leſs cold, and leſs wind; but they were 
ſurprized at not having perceived any 
difference i in i the end of the air, but 
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j 1 onlys that ng in- 
Ccenvenicnee- E diſagreeable ſenſati- 
ons, ſhould: have warned them, that. 
done chey nom breathed, | was hear 
one ihitd leſs. denſe, than that of the 
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. Mr. De "Ki * rey in "his 8 "A neg We” 
raliſts and Phyficians are dectived, in attributing the al- 
terations many perfons experience upon the falling of 
the Barometer, te a difference either in the weight or 
depfity of the air, aſſigning as a cauſe the failure of an 
equilibrium between Se external and internal air; or 


a difference of motion in the heart and lungs, occa- 


fiened py the nir being more or leſs denſe, - For if 
theſe changes could ſo ſenſibly affect our organs, what 
would become of thofe Chamois-hunters who paſs e. 
very day from the bottom of the valleys to the fum- 
mits of the higheſt mountains? what would become 
vf Fe women of the Hamlets by AE who 0 gp up te 
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a WHAT 4 1 vor nderful PEO is "4 
this l which accommodates: itſelf to 


ſuch extraordinary charges even in 


the very cauſes of its prinepial move 
ments, without which, all . OI 


neten, 


en A 1 


1 * 


Forts every night i in a the Waser een to M rhet; 
cows, and leaving the cattle to the care of their 
children, go down again every morning to aſſiſt the 
| honeſt fellows their huſbands, in the cultivation of 
the lands ? Theſe people, i in the ſpace of a few hours, 


experience the greateſt variation in the weight of the 
air, that happens in any ane place at à confiderable 
diſtance of time; for the difference in the height of the 
; Barometer at Sixt and Fonds, is abont twenty two 


lines; from which they perceive not the leaſt ingon- 


venience ; even aſthmatic perſons find none; and it is 
neceſſary therefore to have recourſe to ſome other 
cauſe, which ordinarily accompanies the variations 
of the Barometer, to account for the alterations in 
our health, and particularly in our ſtrength, from 
which few people perhaps upon fugh occaſions are en- 
*y anne. 
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they a. to. bed, de fo. b —* 


5 e een It 1 ulty, very 
agreeable method their 185 point ed; 
out to them; they jumped upon their; 

heels, Which ſunk into the ſnow deep, | 
enough to ſupport them: it was un- 
doubtedly neceflary to obſerve, a. reg 
gularity, and due libration in, the! % 
Jumps, that the body might always: 
follow the' preciſe movement of the | 
legs, without, which, they would 
have been in danger of falling either 
backward or forward; however with 
this caution, it anſwered very. well,. 
and they dared not venture to attempt 


; another method of aft down, 


. 
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es expedition. It was not an eligible 
ſituation in which to try experiments 
of this fort. He ſeated himlelf upon 
the end of his ſtaff, which he paſſed 
between His legs, and driving his 
heels r mare. or leſs into the bay he 
heated if I may fo call it to the bot- 
tom, with what degree of ſwiftneſs 
he thought proper, of which he was 
abſolute maſter: he would ſome- 
times ſuffer himſelf to go with a pro- 
digious rapidity, and then by plung- 
ing his heels gradually deeper, and 
deeper, would top himſelf with alt 
es * an WM hc we 
hats ee ame e 
bare the care of che roads in the Apr, to fide down. 
in Kis manner upon their Cs * and chat b 
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As ſpon as they had, paſſed:: the 
ſhow, and abi towards he, er 
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a very d f gbt, to lee ten, or a ng of them, ; 
upon a ſummons following | one another down a'ſteep 
mountain, with an amazing velocity; avoiding tht: 
precipices, _ which they run almoſt to the edge of, by 
2 ſmart ſtroke of their heel, that gives a new | 
direction to the motion of their body; juſt as an ex 
pert. ſkeater, makes bis way by the very edge of a 
broken ſheet of ice, without the leaſt pee K 15 
going beyond it. a 


But the manner of een the precipices or . 
the Corailliers, with the ſagacity of the mules, as 
it is related, in- Don Antonio de Ulloas: Voyage to 
South America, is beyond meaſure aſtoniſhiug. On 
one fide are ſteep eminences, and on the other fright- 
ful abyſſes; and as theſe generally followthe direc- 
tion of the mountain, the road iuſtead of lying in a 
level, forms two or three ſteep eminences and decli- _ 
vities, in the diſtance of three or four hundred 
yards. The mules are ſenfible of the caution. re- 
quiſite in theſe deſcents, for coming to the top of an 
eminence, they make a ſtand; and having placed 
their fore feet cloſe together, as in a poſture of ſtop- 
dino themſelves, they bring their hinder ſeet together 
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the Plain de Era, ö began to diſ- 
cover the 1 they! en from 
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N à little Ak: as if going ko lie . 
In this attitude, having as it were taken a ſurvey of 
the road, they! ſlide down with the ſwiftneſs of a me- 


teor. All the rider has to do, is to keep himſelf faſt 


in the ſaddle, without checking the beaſt ; ; for the 
leaſt motion, is ſufficient to diſorder the equilibri- 


um of the mule, in which caſe they muſt both un- 


voidably periſh. - The addreſs of theſe creatures is 


. here truly wonderful ; for i in this rapid motion, when | 


they ſeem to have loft all government of themſelyes, 
they follow all the different. windings of the road as 
| exactly as if they had before accurately reconnoitered, 

and previouſly ſettled in their minds, what route they 


were to purſue, and taken every precaution for their 
ſafety amidſt fo many irregularities: There would in- 
deed otherwiſe be no poſſibility of travelling over ſuch 


| places, where the ſafety of the rider depends entirely | 
on the. experience and addreſs of his beaſt. But the | 


longeſt practice of travelling theſe roads, cannot en 
tirely free the animals from a kind of dread. or hor- 


hor which appears when they arrive at the top off 2 


ſteep declivity. They ſtop, without being check d: 
by Revert, ſhould--herſpur them on, | they continue” 
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like the 'Blafts of a bite, Which 
Bad they been in 2 od upon de 
Plains, 
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Wüästel hes *% wit 80h a 5 ee ths babe, un 
ey have put themfelves Into the abotementioned pof- 
vater They tech at theft bbiments to be aktuated ede 
By Reaſon; they net önfy artentively view che bal, 
but tremble 104 ſnort at the danger; which tit rider 
be hot accuſtomed * to, thefe eindtiois cannot fail 6f | 
Hafpitthy Kim with ferfible Ideas. The indlats gb be- 
fore, and place themfelves along the fices of the 
#duHtain, bolditig by the roots of trees, to atihlate 
the beafts "with ſhouts, titt they it once frat down the 
deeltvity. It is really wonderful to Ediifier theke 
Miles, hes "having overconie the Brit emötions "of 
Weir . — and they 5 ate going to lie don the decli- 
ity, with” what recifion. they ſtretch Gut their a 
888, that by ET the equilibrium they may 

10 "on one fide, and yet at 3 proper Uifſtatice . 
that gentle inclination, with their bodies, heceſſary tis 
follow the ſeveral windings of the road, and hfily 
their addreſs i in Ko Saget at the cad! of Y 
"mM as Aer en n 
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plains, ahey thould hare taken don 
Ggnals of Banditti; and have. been 
afraid of falling into the hands: of 
Robbers: but in this place; "how 
much ſoever they alarmed others; 
were undder no alarms themſelves ede 
ſeunds were” only ſignals of the Mar 
motts W] 2 ed them = ito 
give their oomrades abtice: 


: was frequently repeated, While 
ere traberfing the —— this 
They got down q e Plain 
„ . 
= gain at Half 
Alder yore ind by lx arrived at Foridh. 
Then nabe Here at quite an hour, 
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tigue, — not 3 the Abby he 
ſame day, and! notwithſtanding the 
woods they had to paſs excluded every 
rot oa: ee 
the, found. of bie coes, they got 
| thither at half an ee after e igh 
o'clock, without the leaſt accident, 
here they were received as uſual, 
with that generous hoſpitality an 
EKindneſs, the ſeaſonableneſs of which, 
they had already experienced. A god 
nights repoſe, and the ſatisfaction 
of having compleated their deſign, 
made amends for all the fatigues they 
had undergone; they ſet off the next 
day from Sixt, affected with the deep- 
ſt ſenſe of the goodneſs of their hoſts, 


N hid chat 3 1 e, and re- 
Endo . turned 
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heights, were the principal deſign of 
Mr. % Euc and his brother in this 
Jot rney, it is ſo entertaining and agree- 
Able in itſelf, that they ſhould not 
regretted unc dertaking it, merely 
curiofity. It is true that the par- 
declare they had before obſerved in 
nn aller epdaninl 


my Heothywbgttied the pleaſure, 


which they received from the view of 
"the" Ap. „when they were upon the 
 Glacte: of Buet, and it is to thoſe who 
* already contem plated the heights 
Which ſurround this valley, Who 
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Have VI them with hi pleaſure up- 
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almoſt every ſtep, if he does n 
mſelf with his hands. 
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the people of this cot v. bee on 
gaged with their harve 
over highly proper to be at Sixt upon 
4 Sunday by the hour of Maſs, to be 
mote certain of meeting with ſomt 
one of the hunters for a guic e. Sets 
ting out from Geneva on the Satuitlny 
morning; the traveller may Wich- ; 
out inconvenience get to Samoin that 
might, where he may lay in his pro- 
viſtons: and in ſhort upon the Sunday 
he muſt ſettle every thing at Sixt; ſd 
as to be ere to lie the . r 
Fonds. #03 50711 Aa Role 
| e ol Eick 1 vw 115SHaall, 
„ e De! live concludes theſe di- 
rections for the Journey to the ſum- 
yoo of the Glacier, with a um 
11931 may 
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may prevail upon his Readers to un- 


„„ goers, in 


ſeems to be the moſt engaging to a 
Man of Taſte of all the Mountains of 
the Alps, and. he ſhould be ſorry, that 
ſo many beauties, ſhould have no ad- 


mirers but themſel ve. 
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| 'FTER aut rat's two 8 
days at Prieure, we prepared 
_ in earneſt for our return: The road 
by which we came, would have ſa- 
ved us two days walking, but we pre- 
= fered going thr 
lars, and accord 


In following the gourſe of the Arve to. 

get out of the valley of Chamouni, we 
= paſſed by its third Pariſh, called Ar- 
gentiere, which is ſaid to have taken 

this appellation from a Silver Mine, 

5 found near it. We ſaw likewiſe the 
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J name; It is cut Hke the Mnrng of 
7 dans 1 ; ect i affords 
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1 eigbt or nine leagues upon 
the ice, and who were guſt. return 
| ed, from ſeeing the very extremities 
of the icy valleys we have-deſcrib-, 
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ed, thoſe immenſe Glaciers,” whoſe 
ſummits ſeemed to reach into the 
ſky, and who had enjoyed the mag. 
nificent proſpect of the Glacier of 
Takfre, over againſt Fal-d faftejen W 
us this view of the Glacier of Argen- 
Here, afforded nothing very remarka - 
| ble, or to be compared with what we 
had already ſeen. More diſtant we 


diſcovered likewiſe that of N 


which deſcends like a enn down 
a ſpacious valley of ice: it differs 
from other Glacters in the yo orm of i 


frozen waves, or beds of ice, Which 

are rounded off more like regular 
globes, ſo that when ſeen from a diſ- 
tance and the ſun 8 to cine 5 


upon 


. in tend ef 0 one. * 3 
by 7 car Fla, is ee 


_cended; its very aſpect is frigh ful, 
gives us an idea of Spitæberg and 
va Zembla, and the falls of ice are too 
frequent to admit even a bear ap- 
. proach to it; the thundering ownv 
| of itbets fragments, is heard ſeveral 
leagues off, and ſuch is the violenee 
of their ſhock that Valuſine hath been 


frequently alarmed with the concuſ- 


ſion. The ſpace between this valle 


horrid with brok en mountains. of ice, 
e, which partakes of 


and Val-d'4 
the ſine climate, and the fertility 
Taly/, is ian at oſt; not bays two! 
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greateſt breadth. From its broken 
| | | ruinous 


in the middle of it on this left r 
is to be ſeen an ne "_ the. 


Jo go to it, we are obliged to quit 
the great road; and it is not till We 
come very near, that it ap in 
all its beauty. It is a conſidera = 
River that defcends from the Gla- 
cier of Buer, and falls eight Ae: 

2d the top of a moun- 
rain. which i | is s almoſt entirely cover= it 
outing. ſheet of n 

kent and, wle, bar more 9 
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85 ThecCaſeade of Terni, commonly- « called, Caf, 
rada, del Marmore, from the, mountain it Tuys over, 


and is formed by the River Velcino. This Riveg sche 
gliding many miles with a gentle quiet courſe, reaches 
= ſeep * N 11. its channel, - is ſhaded with 


| this clit, roo it progeeds, with ſuch rapidity,, 


that every wayelſeems animated in preſſihg f 2 
overtake that which is- before iti. till: they ruſh at: 
oncegwich actremendgus naife.dewn a ſtaop ropky att 
leaſt ihrer hundred fest. in height, and falling upon 
other rocks, againft which they daſh, and break the 
=afte hoveriug ſome 
timenuhe nis —_ 
ths SENSE : in. a continual frige. 
zling rain upon the 2 8 valley. After this they, 
ruſhaggin timultdoſly into che cavitievof cht mountain, 


after rolling; oye3 ſoma , others ſprecipicea they ate 
Mo hoe of the river at qa a a 
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_ tains, entirely) covered with lofty, | 


| that could poſſibly ” inhabited, 


CO PPP TI I Rr ALT Ty r . — — 
e XS ay A ae * 
h * k pol 


4 40 which though it has no 


gy 


238 JOURNEY To THE / 
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or boundary, is place chat Spare 


the two States: and going « on a a Ut. 
tle farther, . entered ſoon into a very 


narrow Defile, where chere ſtill exiſt 


ſome ruined fragments of a Gate and 
tower, which formerly defended the 
entrance into this country. A8 we. 
walked without a Guide, every thin ng. 
that ſurrounded us was enough to 
alarm even tlie moſt intrepid mind; 5 
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we ſaw nothing in our route but ra- 


woods of fir-trees; in ſhort there was. 
not the leaſt appearance ofa coun! 2 


Not" far diſtant ATI 3 


notwithſtanding: ſome habi- 
e | tations, 
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v llage ſeated i upon A green turf, al- 
| wor at the top of a mountain, and 
1 upon a ſteep declivity which is crown- 

ed with Pines, produces a very fingu- 
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LE AVI NSG this pariſh on. n.our left _ 
A alcended 2 Mountain full as high as 
the piruns? our road co onducted us 
through beautiful woods, and over 
rocks of a blackiſh. colour, but. Tm 

) extremely narrow It is difficult, by 
conceive, how a Mule can "roftbly 
make its way. through it, and the 
| W was Almoſt, always hidden. from 


us. T Wo thirds of the way up 
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his. mountain, is a rock in the 
form of a chimney, one face of it 
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3 5 -we were ran or eds) nk e | 
54 us hopes of being ſoon delivered from 
thoſe gloomy foreſts; for upon conſi- 
dering their ſituation, it inclined us 
to believe, that we had only to con- 
tinue ſtreight forward beyond Epeg- 
non. We were fully poſſeſſed of this 
idea, When acroſs fome trees, we di 
covered our road cut by à Valley, 
which drawing towards the right hand 
appeared only like a broad deep ditch. 
It was here, that already harafed, b 5 
our long fatiguing walk, we again were 
not without our fears of the diſtanee 
we had yet to go; more eſpeeially as we 
vere without a Guide, und could not 
perceive the leaſt trace of a habitation: 
add to this our being ſurrounded on 
47 every fide wy ape oman N with 


Sr extents 5 


eextendec woods, 1 thick and dark, 
ſev they gov us no idea but of the 

: t e meſt favage animals, and 
— har we were unacquainted with any 
certain n by which to extricate 
rom th 5 
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3k. We did not ee wholly: Joſe 
the track that had conducted us thus 
let, it extended to the right, with 
5 4his new opening; and the more ou 
tuation Was alarming, the ſtronger 
were our efforts to get out of it. This 
valley which Was terminated, by an 
"immenſe, - rampart of pines, might 
be near three leagues in length; be 
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lieving therefore we muſt travel to the” 
end of it, we double our pace the 


fear 0 being benighted | 1. thoſe; hor- 
rid foreſts, gave us wings, and in three 
quarters 
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diſtinguiſhed ſeveral Houſes with 4 
Chapel: It proved to be the village 
of Trient; and here wo leatut Mat it 
us ſtill three long 1 
to Martigny, the tow: 
where we were to lodge. Beyond 

village is an openly between the 
mountains, by which we were to'paſs; 
we took the road to it which was ſteep, 
and it was three quarters ok an 1 hour 


ane we could en 1 eee EU 
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=” eague in breadth; and is divided 0 
through its whole extent by the Rhone 
There are other ſtreams beſides, which 
winding with a mazy movement ra- 
ther ſeem to be the work of Art, than 
that of Nature, the brilliancy of whoſe 
tranſparent waters, the Trees, the 
meadows, the Vineyards, the Corn= 
fields, the great and croſs Roads 
the Villages, the Towns, the ſplen- 
did colouring of the Mountains op- 
poſite to — ſun, the brown tints of 
thoſe on che contrary fide, with Sh 
the Capital of Yallais diſcoverable in 
the diſtance, all theſe objects affected 
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to Martigny, and ſeveral villages to 
paſs upon the deelivity of this ſtrei ght: 
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ſwelled throat, of a — ſize; 
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narrow . pal age acroſs the gill, f , 
mountain, over a few, Neng er: boar 
placed upon ſome 7 
rock; this ſort of 9 7 is very. d lan- 
gerous, and uſeful only to the inha- 5 
bitants the Vatorfine and Epegnon, 

who it ſeems paſs by this ſtrait into 

the heart of Valais, which 
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Tuxzx is nothing more that is 
particular here, unleſs it be the ſitu- 

ation of a tolerably handſome Build- 
ing as we approach Sr. Maurice; it is 
placed upon the ſhelf of a rock l 
half way up the ſide of moun- 

in, which ſeems as if it were . 


down perpendicularly by art, we, 


: i, I a 
1 1 This Cit 


famous for the 


Martyrdom of the Theban Legia, is: 
tolerably handſome, the houſes are. 


regularly built, and the ſtreets in good; 
order, : neat,:and:clean'; The Women 


are remark d for the regularity of their 
Shapes; the greater part of the young 


women have no other head, dreſs. than 
their hair, unleſs perhaps a little hat 


adorned with ribbands, and their dif | 


ferenct of condition is to be diſtin- 


guiſhed only by the quality of 
1 outs cloathsare made of, aud not 
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| honoraty Name, | is ſaid to have commanded a Theb 
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by their faſhion, which is in all 5 
grees alike. Ladies of the higheſt 


rank; wear a coloured Petticoat, and 


Bodice of the ſame, with a fine muflin 
apron, but the richeſt of them adorn 
the bottom of the Petticoat with two 
rows: of ribbands of different ae 
which is all their finery; and this ele- 
gant manner of dreſſing has ſubſiſted 
with them time out of mind: In ſhort 

this City is well peopled, and has ſe- 
veral Churches. Being a Frontier to 
the Canton of Berne, it guards the 
entrance of the lower Vallis, of 
which it is the capital; and its fitua- | 
tion between two ſteep Mountains and 
the Rhone that waſhes it, would ren- 
der it in time of war a poſt of great 
importance; though the Caſtle of the 
| Governor 1 is but a rude on build- 


ins- . 
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ing, caſed with brick: its ſtone bridge 
upon the Rhone, is firm and ſtrong, 
ö 20 confiſts * of a 8 55 arch. 


Fr ROM this City you have the choice 
of two roads to Geneva, one through 
the ſtates of Berne which is on the o- 
ther ſide of the Rhone, and that which 
is upon the left, on this fide of it. 
Having gone by both of then I 
00k oo ages. of cath... 5 


: Nine he he 1 you do 
not croſs the river, but travel in a very _ 
agreeable route, where you are enter- 
tained with the aſtoniſhing contraſt- 

between the "rugged Mountains of 
Savoy, on one fide, and the beauti- 
ful country under the Government of 5 
Berne, on the genere, This 1 of. 


 Ripaille, Thonon; 
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the lower Vallais that We pals over] | 


ſtill keeps its fertility; the lands are 
finely cultivated, you meet with many 


handſome Villages, and pals by Mon- a 


they, a ſmall City, whoſe ſituation i is 
exceedingly agreeable. This road too 


is well beaten by the Guards, whoſe 
care contributes to its ſafety, and re- 


; lieves the mind of the Traveller; ſuch 


precaution! here, as likewiſe that of 
defending - all the croſs roads under 
rigorous puniſhments, has not long 
fince been neceſſary; it brings us in 


ſhort to the head of our Lake, and 
within a few hours to Sr. Gingo the 


laſt village in the Country of Vallais. 


From this village you paſs by Evian, 
nch jointly with 


the proſpect oppoſite to the Lake, 


along which you coaſt,  apreeably 


diverſify this route; and two days 
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8 en Aber route 75 the Provides 
| of Berne though ſomewhat longer, is 


in many reſpects much preferable, 
whether we regard the beauty of the 
Country, and the curiofities that we 
meet with in it, or the convenieney 
of being able to accompliſh. the Jour- 


r 


ney either on horſeback, in a carriage, 
or by water, an advantage this not be 
ed by haraſſed weary travellers; . 
who after having ſafficiently i in dulged | 
their curĩoſity, are apt to grow impa- 


deſpi 


tient of fatigue, and wiſh to be at 


home: "This road then, remains to 55 
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Havixe croffed the Bridge at KY | 
A, the Traveller is inſtantly. in 
the territories of Berne; within an 
hundred paces of this bridge is a door 
like that of a Barn, where Guards are 
ſtationed to make the uſual, enquiries 
at going out of one Government into 
another, and the Bear (the enſign of 
Berne) is painted upon the Kone 'of 
this Gatehouſe; as ſoon we have paſſ» 
ec it, the Country opens, to a confi- 
derable extent, and immediately its 
beauty, its fertility, the richneſs of 
its hills, and the number of its inha- 
bitants, give the moſt favourable idea 

of the Government of Aigle; the 
other ſide of the Rhone as far as the 
Lake of Geneva, makes as I faid be- 
fore Ber: of YVallais. - © 
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WI Were no more than three quarters 
of an hour in going from St. Maurice 
to Bex. This Village perhaps the 
fineſt in Switzerland, is well known 
for the Salt - works in its neighbour- 
hood, which are at the ſame time very 
large and ingen iouſly conducted, and 
afford many things well worthy the 
curioſity of a traveller. From Bex you 

go to Aigle, a pleaſant town, ſituated 
at the foot of a fine fertile Mountain, 
its inhabitants are men of Spirit and 
Gaiety, who live much at their caſe; 
there are many clock and watch ma- 
| + hers reſiding i in it, but it is to be fear-, 

ed this manufacture! is in a ſtate of de- 
cline, owing to that Taſte for the 
pleaſures of the Country which moſt 
of the workmen fall into. The Trade 
"begins e to feel A kind of lan- 
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* ga Fiege beys id 2 | 
bring you to the head of We Lahe 
and you ſoon reach Villeneuve, which 
is ſituated upon its banks. From this 

laſt townwe came to Vway a delight- 
ful little place, from whence begin 
the beautiful Vineyards of La Ya „ | 
which we range along for the extent . | 
of near four Leagues. In this'condus® 
fron of our walk, we often looked be- $5 
hind us, fora Glimpſe of thoſe Moun- I 
tains we had viſited, our Eyes accuſto- 
med to the fight of ſuch amazing 
heights, confidered theſe which no-r 
ſarrounded us, as only Hillocks: 

Mount Jura notwithſtanding, as 
likewiſe the Mole, are diſtinguiſha- 
ble and ſupport their ee 


5 8 erbet exe 


dignity; but Mount Blanc, is more "i 
than twice as high as the hicheſt of 


theſe. from the valley of Chamouni, 


and appears ſo even Fe its baſe, which : 


we had gone over. 


-Oun return to Geneva was with- 


out any accident, we felt nothing of 


our fatigue, and the exerciſe we had- 


taken kept us for a conſiderable time 


five Leagues no more than an airing, 
which gave us as little trouble; as a 


ſingle League would have done butane.” 
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9 wy [Mod Blanc is a French \ Feet + above the : 


Valley of Chamouni. 


The Mole no More . 1 French rea den 8 


the Lake of Geneva, 
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in ſuch a degree of ſtrength, as made 
5 us look upon an excurſion of four or 
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E * T I N G out from Geneva 
ww early i in the morning (if on foot | 
before Day-break) the Traveller may 
dine at Bonneville, and lie at Cluſe. 
This journey is rather too long in very 
hot weather; as it is 5 walk of about 
ten leagues: , I” ps 


Tur 8 5 the traveller” ky 
lie at Sallenche, which is not above 
five leagues from Cluſe, but then four 
hours may be well employed in viſi- 
ting the cavern of Balme, which I 
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Tur third day brings him to Price 


dure in the Valley of CBHamouni, and 
this laſt walk is long and very fati- 


guing but it is not poſſible to ſhorten. 


it, or render it eaſier. 


ey 


In the 


1 F the Weather be fine, advan- 
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a ſhould. be taken of it, to aſcend 


Mount Breven. 
employ an intire day. 3 
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Sr Glaciers, the Traveller may 


aſcend it, ſetting out very early in the 


morning, and ſee: the Glatier of 


ons in his return; or if he prefer i it, 


he may aſcend that of Byfons firſt, 


and go from thence, to that of Pe- 
terms: this he will find a FRY labo- 


rious days walk. 


1 Tay nothing of our walk along tha. 
Needles. The fight undoubtedly is. 

| very grand, but it muſt be dearly 

bought by thoſe who are not exceed- 
ing good walkers, for which reaſon 


there are few perſons to whom I 
would venture to recommend it. 7 
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"7 0 te NJ Valley 5 ice t Mant- 
| anvert, and advance. into it, will take 
up a day. The Traveller muſt ſet out 
three hours before ſun riſe; or other- 
wiſe he muſt aſcend the Mountain 5 
the day before, and lie there as we 
did. Thoſe who can be ſatisfied with 
a fmple Proſpect of this valley may. 14 
take a view of it, and ſee the Maſs of  Þ} 
ice, at the ſource of the Arveron, in — 
in their Deſcent the ſame day. >. - 
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Return by the Pais ae J. allais. „ I 


. F R 0 M a to Ab 19 £5 
Aa Tong” 8 . From Martigni tge 
tray eller 1 


ike may, ir bu ene by 29 TY 
lie at St. Gringo: or he may reach as i 
far as Evian; but this muſt be oth WER .. 
great fatigue. I ſay nothing of the Tl 
route by Switzerland, as every perſon. 1 
may in this reſpect conſult his own” 
inclination.” It is almoſt needleſs. 

for the traveller to burthen himſelf 
with proviſions, but it will be abſo- 
lately neceſſary, to provide a pair of 
Mountaineers thick ſhoes with nails; 

and to be' warmly clothed, to fence: 
againſt the cold of the Mountains. 
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